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Harrietsham Fish Scheme Who’s Who
Fish Scheme-Helping Hands
Lift Organisers
Telephone 859352
Chairman
Telephone 851075
Treasurer
Telephone 859410

Andrew & Felicity Rogers
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU
Email andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com
Peter Brown
Bassetts, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1JR
Email peter.78brown@btinernet.com
Michael Gear
Little Hatch, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AJ
Email michaelgear44@hotmail.co.uk

Network Magazine
Editor
Telephone 07484 310307

Jan Dijkstra-Caplan
Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Editorial Team

Amanda Ward, Denise Williams and Rod Martenstyn
Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Advertising Manager

Kath Rushton
Pennine, Old Lain, Harrietsham, ME17 1AZ
Email adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Telephone 850103
Distribution Manager
Telephone 859310

Jackie Bevan
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme

Network Magazine March 2022 deadlines:Tues 1 February 2022 12 noon advertising deadline for March Network
Tues 1 February 2022 12 noon copy deadline for March Network
In addition to printing the magazine and distributing it to all homes in the village,
Network is uploaded to our website by the 1st of each month.
Please send advertising contributions to advertising manager’s address above.
Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org.
Thank you.
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Village Diary
Just a reminder that a Diary has been placed in the Post Office for anyone to
put in any events which may happen in the village.
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From the Editor
Hello everyone,
Once again it is winter and we have another strain of the dreaded Covid virus to
contend with. Some of our local activities have been curtailed as a result. Roll on
spring so that we can all meet outside again!
Network is still in desperate need of a new Editor. I will be doing two more issues
and then I need someone to take over. If you believe that Harrietsham needs it’s
village magazine and think you could help,
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
get in touch. Call me on 07484 310307. Leave a message if I can’t pick up and I
will call you back as soon as I can. Full details are on page 15.
A bit late, but better late than never. There are some lovely photos of Santa’s
Sleigh ride through the village on pages 12 and 13.
If you have any copy for Network, please do send it in. Some stories, poems,
photos etc would be very much appreciated.

Stay safe everyone
Jan - Editor

Please remember to email any photographs, articles of interest about Harrietsham,
or recipes etc. that could be considered for inclusion to:
E-mail: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
Whilst every effort is made to include as wide a variety of information as possible
each month, the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The
editor’s decision is final. Responsibility for the information and views set out in
articles and notices in this publication lies entirely with the authors.
Letters sent anonymously will not be considered. Any opinions expressed are
those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the officers or committee of
the Fish Scheme.

The publication of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement. No
reproduction allowed in any form without written consent. No flyers or inserts to be
sent to the printers for inclusion in the magazine direct or without the editor’s prior
consent.
Front Cover By Eva Elijas from Pexels
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Harrietsham Gardening Society
On Tuesday 14 December the Society held its Xmas Social
which was attended by 26 members. Unfortunately, our
scheduled speaker was unable to attend due to Covid but the
entertainment was provided by Kevin Harlock and Mike Flawn.
Kevin started the evening off with a humorous slide show and
followed it with a paper aeroplane competition which caused
much mirth and many failures. At the interval the Society
provided festive snacks and nibbles and everyone supplied their own drink. This
was followed by a raffle with a great many prizes. For the second half of the
evening Mike held a quiz with a seasonal theme. It was not too easy and there
were a number of questions which needed some thought and a few good guesses.
The winning team shared a bag of Quality Street chocolates.
We will continue 2022 with our regular meetings on the third Tuesday of the month
at 7.30pm.
If you are new to the village and would like to get involved in some of the social side
of life please come along and see if we can offer some guidance and entertainment
as well as meeting some of the village’s more knowledgeable inhabitants.
Mike Flawn

Harrietsham History Society
I am pleased to confirm we were at long last able to hold a
meeting with members on Monday 15 November and I am very
happy to advise you that although our membership is down in
numbers there were 13 members and 2 visitors at the meeting.
A short AGM took place which included the presentation of the
accounts, the re-election of the existing officers and the election
of a new committee member Mike Bishop. The future of the society was discussed,
and it was agreed to keep the £15.00 yearly membership fee and to proceed with
organising some bi-monthly meetings with speakers for 2022. Most of the members
present were in favour of holding these meetings in the afternoon with perhaps one
evening meeting in the summer. The society secretary Carole presented
information on some very interesting subjects which include: - The SS Montgomery
– The ship which lies sunken 200 yards off the Northern Coast of the Isle of
Sheppey, Smuggling on the South Coast, Eva Braun – Victim or Contriver and HMS
Victory & the Battle of Trafalgar. Everyone agreed Carole should proceed with
contacting some of these speakers to ascertain their availability as soon as
possible. Details of the meeting dates and subjects will hopefully be available on
our website early in the new year. www.harrietshamhistorysociety.org
We anticipate our first meeting will be a workshop afternoon on 21 February when
we will continue to sort through more of the items which we have collected for the
village archive We will confirm the details regarding this on our website.
I shall look forward to seeing everyone again and meantime wish you all a very
happy and healthy New Year.
Peter Brown
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Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls
February is upon us, and as I write this note on the first of
January 2022, Christmas and the New Year have passed us by,
but even so the Committee and I hope that 2022 brings all our
members best wishes for the best of health for the year ahead.
Let us also hope this month enables us to organize friendly
matches against other clubs, something that has been missing
since the beginning of our Covid lockdown. We have had some good competitive
roll-ups since returning to Harrietsham Village Hall but the experience of playing
against another club adds just a little more excitement and edge to your game.
The problem at the time of writing this article is that once again Covid, and the new
strain Omicron, have meant that clubs have found it impossible to field teams
with enough fit members to make it happen. Let us hope that by the time you read
this in February things will have changed.

We had a Christmas Lunch on December 17 when we joined Detling SMBC. It

was held at Cobtree Manor Golf Club and was well attended by members of both
clubs who all agreed it was an excellent event. Our thanks go to Alan for his
organizational skills.

Our advert in Network for new members has been read and acted on by at least
one new recruit, Alan Payne, who has taken up the opportunity to give Short Mat
Bowls a try. In quite a short time, Alan has taken to the game well which is
encouraging as the club has lost several members to ill health.
I hope you all stay healthy and encourage you to keep on bowling even if we can
only manage to play roll-ups at this time.
Phil Gooda - Chairman/Secretary

Harrietsham Fish Scheme
Save the date!
We would love to see as many of you as possible at the
Scout Hut on Wednesday 16 March at 7.30pm for the Annual General Meeting.
Please mark it in your diaries and come and join us.

Full details will be published in the March Issue of Network.
Peter Brown - Chairman
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Reporting online is
quick and easy. You
can do it through
your smartphone at
your convenience
www.kent.police.uk/
ro/report
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Charlotte Watts
shared this photo
with us and said:
‘Here is my daughter
Lexi, meeting Father
Christmas at Chantry
Green. She gave him
a thank you card.
Lexi is in Year 1 at
Harrietsham CofE
Primary and loved
meeting him. ‘

Photo of Santa with
her daughter Gracie,
by Lauren Hitch
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Santa’s Sleigh Ride
The Friends of Harrietsham C of E Primary School PTFA would like to thank
everyone who came out to see Santa travel through the village. It was really good to
see the amazement and wonder on so many children's faces. Santa loved seeing
you all.
Thank you to all who donated, we managed to raise an amazing £81.28.
James Reed - PTFA Chair

Photo from the PTFA
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!URGENT!
Network
Harrietsham’s Village Magazine
Needs a new Editor
We are looking for a volunteer who would enjoy the challenge of
piecing together the editorial content of our monthly village
magazine, keeping all Harrietsham residents up to speed with
what’s been happening and what’s happening soon.
Network is currently produced using Microsoft Publisher software in
a Windows environment, which is very similar to Microsoft Word.
So, if you have used either Word or Publisher you won’t need very
much training to get into the swing of things. If not, get in touch
anyway, this could be your chance to learn something new. Training
and support will be provided along with a laptop computer and
software.
You will need about 15-20 hours each month to start with, at times
to suit you, while you get the hang of things. As with all things, you
will need less time as you become more experienced.

WE NEED SOMEONE TO START NOW
to give you a training headstart.
There is also an opportunity to learn some Photoshop techniques to
help you manipulate photographs and design our front covers.
This is a great opportunity to make loads of new friends here in
Harrietsham and to help the organisations and clubs move forward.
Do YOU fancy having a go?

Call me (Jan) now for a chat on 07484 310 307 or email me:
editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

YOUR Network needs YOU!

Your NETWORK needs you NOW!
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Percival’s Rest

The local watering and feeding hole is traditionally the heart of any community
and Harrietsham is no exception. Since 1738 The Roebuck now known as
Percival’s Rest has been the centre of the village, serving the community and
giving the village a focus. The new, re-imagined Percival’s Rest is striving to be
just that.
Percival’s now sports a new, clean & elegant interior with a menu to match, with
something for everyone from traditional Beef Burgers & Sunday lunch to freshly
made Scotch Eggs, perfectly cooked steak or delicate scallops. The menu is
seasonal, making use of some of the best of our local produce which comes from
within a 15 miles radius.
Since its launch in May, this family owned business and keen local employer is
hitting the right spot, eager to serve the village which also includes charity
fundraising such as Charity Quiz nights running every month. The quizzes have
been a huge success, the winners receiving a bottle of Prosecco, even the losers
got chocolate consolation prizes. Local charities have been able to raise £100’s
for their causes.

The events list for Percival’s is getting busier by the week including showing as
much of the six nations as possible in the bar, live performances, hog roasts,
Easter Egg hunts, steak night Thursdays (£35 for 2 steak dinners & a bottle of
wine), breakfast on Saturdays with bottomless brunches from 11am and more.
Christmas Day was a big success and they are already taking bookings for this
year, although let’s not get ahead of ourselves, roll on the summer with cold
drinks and good food on the terrace first!
Percival’s Rest are looking for more local performers so if you, or someone you
know wants to get involved, then please get in touch.
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Len Valley Benefice
February 2022
Everybody is welcome

Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is,
and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.
Jeremiah 6:16

Wednesday 2 February
9.30am Lenham: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
Sunday 6 February
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
9.30am Ulcombe: Creative Service
11.00am Harrietsham: Family-friendly Morning Worship
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion
Sunday 13 February
9.30am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion
11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion
3.30pm Boughton Malherbe: Choral Evensong
Lenham: Breakfast Church will be joining the market on this day.
Sunday 20 February
8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham: Holy Communion
9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship with baptism
11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion
Sunday 27 February
11.00am Benefice Holy Communion at Harrietsham
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Local Churches
Parish Church of St John the
Baptist
Vicar: Revd. John Huggins
01622 850280 vicar@lvb.org.uk
(Day off: Wednesday)
Assisting priests:
Revd. Millie Hart 01622 297296
revmilliehart@lvb.org.uk
Curate: Revd. Charlotte Coles
07805092823 curate@lvb.org.uk
Readers:
Joan Drury 01622 853766
jdrury23@btinternet.com
Pamela Cuerden 01622 859442
pamela@lvb.org.uk
Benefice Office:
Sarah Hills 01622 850604
ChurchOffice@lvb.org.uk
For details of services see p.23

United Reformed Church

Week Street, Maidstone
Minister: Rev Andrew Royal
Sunday Service at 10.30am with
creche. No evening service.
01622 686053
maidstoneurcoffice@talktalk.net

Baptist Church

Knightrider Street, Maidstone
Minister: Bill Miller
Office: 01622 686013
Sunday Services at 10.30am with
creche, and at 6.30pm
www.maidatonebaptist.net

Church of the Good Shepherd
Roman Catholic Church
Rectory Lane, off East Street,
Harrietsham
Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer
Deacon: Rev Cyril Durbin 736100
Mass every Sunday at 8.45am and
Wednesday at 10.00am
Holydays Mass 7pm

St Peter’s Roman Catholic
Church

Button Lane, Bearsted 736100
Confessions, Saturday 5 – 5.30pm
Saturday Evening Mass 6pm
Sunday Mass 10.30am
Weekday Mass generally
Monday and Tuesday 7pm and Friday
10am
Holydays Mass 10am and 8pm

Pathways Church, Maidstone

1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at
10.30am in Lenham Community Centre.
Wednesday and Thursday evenings in
homes in Lenham and Harrietsham.
Church leaders: Johnny and Estelle
McCabe www.pathwayschurch.org.uk
Pathways Church is supported by
Jubilee Church, Maidstone
For all church services please see
information on page 23 or contact your
own church for up to date information.

Bearsted and Thurnham
Methodist Church

Bearsted (next to Station)
Minister: Revd. Robert Zachar
117 Crossways
Sittingbourne
ME10 4RN
01795 422573
Sunday Service 10.30am
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Local Directory A-Ha
Art Classes (Drawing/Painting Improvers)
Tutor - Amanda Thesiger
Kent Adult Education
Beaver Scouts
Leader
Ann Seales
Bell Ringers
Captain
Ken Leach
Captain
Graham Cuthbert
Bible Reading Fellowship
Co-ordinator
Mrs J Bevan
Booth and Baldwin Charity
Secretary
Brownie Guides
Brown Owl
Louise Ayres
Community Support
PCSO
John Boyd
Conservative Association
Faversham Office
Countryways Quilters
And Stitchers
Pamela Gillard
Craft and Chat/Crafternoon/
Knit Crochet and Natter
Hazel Roots
Cricket Club
Chairman
Mr A Hubble
Cub Scouts
Leader
Mrs A Seales
Explorer Scouts
Leader
Mark Horlock
Family History
Enquiries
Mr F Long
Flower Guild
Parish Church
Mrs R Long
Friends of St. John the Baptist Church
Chairperson
Audrey Joy
Gardening Society
Chairman
Mr David Oversby
Girl Guides
Leader
Andrea French
Golf – Bill’s Round for Charity
Secretary
Mr T Grimes
Harrietsham Academy of Ballet
Organiser
Deborah Nankivell
Harrietsham History Society
Chairman
Mr P Brown
Harrietsham in Bloom
Chairman
Mr A Rogers
Harrietsham Preschool
Susan Snoad
Harrietsham Social Club
Secretary
Jed Stone
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amanda.thesiger@cls.education
01622 859829
01622 851173
01795 886365
01622 859310
email boothandbaldwin@hotmail.co.uk
07590 037693
101
01622 758053
01233 879507
01622 851885
01622 859692
01622 859829
07789 226516
01622 850863

01622 850863
01622 850806
01622 859674
07901 667018
01622 850632
07775 716714
01622 851075
01622 859352
07897 821399
07759 8771198/whipacres2@g.mail.com
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Local Directory He-Z

Health Walks
Organiser
Ms M Darby
Helpers
Chairman
Mr T Sams
Karate Club
Organiser
Mr Lewin Tuckwell
Kent Community Warden
Mr M Sherwood
Kent Messenger
“Your Local Pages”
Village correspondent
Charlotte Lingard
Lenham and Harrietsham Youth Hub
Contact
Katie at KCC
Liberal Democrat Assoc.
Mr David Naghi
PTFA (Harrietsham School)
Chairman
James Reed
Rainbows
Leader
Kate Davies
Safari Supper
Organiser
Mr R Bevan
Scouts
Group leader
Mr E Seales
Leader
Mr N Still
Short Mat Bowls
Chairman
Phil Gooda
Tai Chi Class
Angela Akast
Tennis Club
Chairman
Mr A Rogers
Secretary
Mrs K Daking
The Lenham School
Head of School
Mr Chris Foreman
The Poppy Appeal
Organiser
Richard Cast
Ulcombe Pre-school
Chairperson
Helen Leat
Village Hall
Wives Group
Yoga
Yoga (Sundays)

01622 850657
01622 859412
07812 089304
07977 981993

miss_lingard@hotmail.com
01622 755044
07970 626829
harrietshamptfa@gmail.com
07971254029/beaukate@btinternet.com
859310
859829
880139
01622851217/p.gooda@btinternet.com
07754454030/akast.a@btopenworld.com
859352
850652
858267
07787476879/richardcast@btinternet.com

07511657828/
ulcombepreschool@live.co.uk
Paul Chandler (Chair) 07572 049480/01622 439457
Gill Whent
01622 859426
Helen Kacperek
07762761905/helenpurpleyoga@gmail.com
Roberta Bursinaro
07890630517/Rbursinaro@icloud.com

20

February 2022
THIS
SPACE
AVAILABLE
FOR
MONO
ADVERTS

Events and Regular activities in Harrietsham
Please will everyone who is organising or hosting events in Harrietsham or for
Harrietsham residents help Network by sending us details of forthcoming events
and reports and photos of recent events for the magazine. Keeping us all informed
gets better attendance at your event and keeps our community spirit alive.
Before the pandemic, we had a day-to-day events list for regular events and a
diary for everything else. Since the pandemic things have been a little bit sparse,
so if you know something’s going to happen, please share it with us so that we can
share it with everyone else in our village. Please help us to get things back to
normal.
Now’s the time to grab a camera and go out and photograph some winter scenes
in our beautiful countryside and around the village. How about sending some in to
Network… editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org and we’ll publish the best ones
and the names of the photographers who took them. Perhaps some of our younger
residents would like to take part…. Good quality mobile phone photos work very
well in the magazine.
Please send all other contributions to editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org
Thank you all.
Jan - Editor
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Public Services and Emergencies Directory
Doctors’ Surgery (Lenham and Harrietsham)
Dentist, Lenham
Dentaline (out of hours emergency treatment)
Saxon Warrior Pharmacy

01622 858341
01622 858204
01634 890300
01622 858287

Hospitals:
Maidstone, ME16 9QQ
The Tunbridge Wells Hospital. Pembury, TN2 4QJ
William Harvey Hospital, Ashford, TN24 0LZ

01622 729000
01892 823535
01233 633331

Councils:
MP – Helen Whately
Kent County Council
Maidstone Borough Council – all departments
Harrietsham Parish Council – Parish Clerk

01622 758053
03000 41 41 41
01622 602000
01622 850089

Police: Emergencies only
Non- emergencies

999
101

Samaritans, 48, Grecian Street, Maidstone
Citizens Advice Bureau, 2, Bower Terrace, Maidstone
Childline
KCC Children’s Social Services
KCC Adults Social Services

01622 674444
01622 752420
0800 11 11
03000 41 11 11
03000 41 61 61

Lenham WI
Our Christmas meeting was held at Lenham Social Club and we were treated to
some lovely 40’s, 50’s and 60’s songs from Miss Vintage. It was great to have a
sing along and some of us actually got up to dance as well. After being so busy for
the lead up to Christmas it is nice to have some time to plan ahead. This month we
are having a Games Evening – maybe another Beetle Drive!
I am sure we are all now looking forward to the longer days of Spring. I will be
trying to get out for a walk to stretch my legs and get some fresh air every day. It is
so important and who knows who I may bump into for a chat. The WI has been
tackling loneliness for 106 years and in 2017 members voted to make it a national
campaign. With the situation over the last two years many people have had
difficulty in communicating with others. Loneliness does not just mean feelings of
isolation or being physically alone. It is also about having social connections and
many people have found it difficult to even start a conversation with someone else.
Maybe we should all try to have one positive thought or do one positive thing every
day.
We would like to welcome you to our WI meetings and if you would like to come
along we meet at the Community Centre on the second Thursday of the month at
7.30pm. We will be pleased to see you. For further information please get in touch:
Email: rrgodden@btinternet.com Or to actually talk to me - Tel: 01622 858658
Chris Godden
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An important message from our
Community Warden
As I am writing this the New Year is fast approaching and I am wondering what
2022 will bring. The last almost two years have been challenging at times, but
there are lots of examples of the community pulling together to help each other.
The community warden service has been helping (and is still helping) people
across Kent. My colleagues and I are visiting the vulnerable and supporting them
in many ways. This ranges from supporting residents to obtain food through to
providing a friendly, familiar face and a listening ear.
If you know someone who needs support or is lonely there are people who can
help. If you wish to become more actively involved many agencies and local clubs
rely on volunteers to deliver their services.
There are a number of ways of accessing support depending on need.
Kent Together can offer various types of support.
You can find contact details on the Kent County Council website by searching for
Kent Together.
Alternatively you can call 03000 41 92 92
Samaritans can be contacted 24/7 on 116 123 free.
If you need to report an issue to the Police in an emergency ring 999.
For non-urgent matters ring 101. This number will connect you to the nearest
Police Service.
You can report issues online using the Kent Police website.
Please report any issues at the time where possible.

I hope 2022 proves to be a better year for all of us. Look after yourselves and each
other.
Martin Sherwood
Mobile: 07977 981993

LEN VALLEY PRACTICE CLOSURES 2022
Please note that over the coming year the practice will be closed from 1:00pm
on the following dates:
Wednesday 2 February
Thursday 3 March
Wednesday 11 May
Thursday 9 June

Tuesday 19 July
Thursday 8 September
Tuesday 18 October
Wednesday 9 November

Should you require medical attention whilst the practice is closed please call
111.
23

Harrietsham Network
THIS

SPACE

IS

AVAILABLE

FOR

COLOUR

ADVERTS

24

February 2022

Network Magazine March 2022 deadlines
Tues 1 February 2022 12 noon advertising deadline for March Network
Tues 1 February 2022 12 noon copy deadline for March Network

February Diary
Abbreviations:
HVH = Harrietsham Village Hall
LCC = Lenham Community Centre

Wed 2
Thurs 3

7.30pm Wives Group
7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls

Scout Hut
HVH

Mon 7
Thurs 10
Sat 12

2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls
7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls
12-2pm Soup Saturday

HVH
HVH
St John’s Church

Mon 14
Tues 15
Thurs 17

2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls
7.30pm Harrietsham Gardening Society
7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls

HVH
HVH
HVH

Mon
Mon
Wed
Thurs

21
21
23
24

2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls
Harrietsham History Society
7.30pm Parish Council Meeting
7.30pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls

HVH
Details see website
St John’s Church
HVH

Mon

28

2pm Harrietsham Short Mat Bowls

HVH

March Diary Advance Notice
Wed 16 March

7.30pm Harrietsham Fish Scheme AGM Scout Hut
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HARRIETSHAM WIVES GROUP
The members thoroughly enjoyed the Christmas Dinner at
Percival’s Rest at the beginning of December. What a
pleasure it is to have the pub back in the Village.
It was lovely to welcome the members to our January
meeting who braved the miserable weather to have a chat
and take part in a quiz and Beetle drive whilst enjoying home baked flapjacks.
The February meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 2nd will be held at the Scout Hut
and will be our annual auction, proceeds of which go to our nominated charity. If
you are interested in becoming a member please come along and meet us or
contact me on the telephone number below.
We hope you have had a lovely Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year.

Gill Whent
Secretary 01622 859426
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The Friends of St John’s Committee would like to thank all those who supported
the charity in 2021, either by becoming a member of the charity, buying tickets for
the Invicta Band Concert in September, buying our Christmas Cards, or attending
the Salvation Army Carol singing in December. We would also like to thank
everyone who helped out at these events either by setting up the church, serving
refreshments, washing up afterwards and cleaning the church. We are very grateful
to all who helped.

100 Club Lottery Draw
Below are the results for the December 2021 and January 2022 100 Club Draws:The results of the Sixty-first Draw of the Friends of St John 100 Club, drawn on 11
December 2021 by various diners at the Soup Saturday in the presence of Chris
Roots and under the supervision of John Hart (Independent Adjudicator).
144 numbers were included in the draw giving a prize fund of £144
First prize £72.00 – number 92 – Kevin Harlock
Second prize £43.20 – number 122 – Barbara Beveridge
Third prize £28.80 – number 55 - Andrew and Jackie Moore
Results of the 62nd Draw, drawn on Saturday 8 January 2022 at Little Hatch,
Harrietsham in the presence of Michael Gear and Chris Roots.
147 numbers were included in the draw giving a prize fund of £147
First Prize £73.50 – number 36 - Jon and Judy Bacon
Second Prize £44.10p – number 16 – Mrs S Harvey
Third Prize £29.40p – number 62 – John Hart

Soup Saturday
Hopefully Soup Saturday will take place this month on the 12 February between 12
noon and 2pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy a bowl of Helen’s Hearty
Homemade Soup with crusty bread. Tea, coffee and biscuits also available. (Covid
Restrictions permitting).
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Christian Message

As a teenager I had an outstanding mane of long curly hair. My enviable locks
would bounce on the shoulders of my big baggy jumpers as I embraced a rather
relaxed approach to life! It was during this phase of life that a friend asked me about
my Christian faith. I confidently declared, "Basically, Christianity is just about loving
God and loving everyone else!"
In the years that have followed, my hair has returned to a more conservative length
and my understanding of my faith has certainly become more nuanced. But there
was a simplicity to my thinking at that time that challenges the modern, knitwear
version of myself to re-evaluate what's really important.
A few years ago, I became a father and that launched me into a completely new
journey of discovery. So far, the most significant shift in my thinking has been in the
area of love. Currently, the give/receive ratio in my relationship with my three young
children is quite firmly stacked with me on the giving side! And yet despite that, I
love them with everything I've got and find myself wanting to show them more of
that love everyday.
I was recently reading 1 John 4, which is an incredible passage of scripture when it
comes to thinking about love. In it we're reminded that God showed His love for us
by sending Jesus to die in our place. God showed how much he loved us by
sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life
through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. (1 John 4:9-10)
Because of this incredible display of love, by a God who is love, we're implored to
love each other. 'Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No-one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and
His love is made complete in us.' (1 John 4:11-12)
That's not always an easy thing to do, especially when we feel we get nothing in
return from the people we ought to love. But here's seven words of scripture with
limitless depth:
'We love because He first loved us.' (1 John 4:19)
Sometimes it feels so unnatural to love others. Christianity is not about doing so
simply because it’s a good thing to do. Christianity celebrates that God took the first
step and an invitation is made for us to love others having first received God’s love
for us. He loved us despite the fact that we're prone to being so unlovable! I’m so
grateful for this magnificent love that He has displayed through Jesus!
Ben Doggett
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Top Tips from Harrietsham Gardening Society
It is very tempting when we get a few mild or even sunny days in February to get a
few things going in the garden. However, if the soil is too wet, especially if you’re
on heavy clay, you can do more harm than good by walking on the soil and turning
it into a compacted airless layer, which will be useless for seed sowing and all that
frost action to create a lovely friable tilth will be abortive. You can, of course, use
something like an old scaffold board to walk on, which means towards the end of
the month you can sow parsnips, which will take about 6 weeks to germinate, and
onion seeds. Hopefully, the early potato ‘seeds’ you bought last month will be
forming some sturdy chits so keep them in the light and frost-free ready for
planting out in early March. If you haven’t got a veg plot you can get really good
results in pots or an old bucket. This can provide an opportunity for a bit of
competition for the children.
If you are lucky enough to have a greenhouse or cold frame you can start to sow
an early lettuce crop, summer cabbages and leeks ready for planting out once they
are hardened off. With all the disruption to supply of salads from the continent it is
useful to grow your own, so we don’t have to rely on imports so much in any event.
Not many people know, but when the Brexit negotiations were going on
Harrietsham declared war on the French!! It became clear that the French had
demanded free access to the trout stream running through the village and down
past the allotments and even the Trout Farm itself, for their fishing industry. A
meeting was called in the Village Hall car park as the Hall was closed and a chap, I
forget his name but let’s call him David, was elected to represent the Village. The
scenario went like this:
President Macron was sitting in his office near the fish counter in the Auchan
Hypermarket when the phone rang.
“Hello Mr Macron, this is David from Harrietsham, I’m afraid you’re not having our
trout and we’re declaring war on you”
“Well,” was the reply, “and how big is your army?”
“Right now,” said David, “we’ve just printed call-up papers in Network, but there’s
myself, four from the Bowls team, five from the cricket team, three from the tennis
club and the entire Parish Council so I make that 23.”
The President thought for a moment then said, “David, I have to tell you I have
100,000 men in my army waiting upon my command”

“Dear, oh dear,” said David, “I’ll have to ring you back.”
Sure enough the next day David rings again. “Mr Macron, the war is still on. We
have managed to set up a mechanised division by enlisting all the motorbikes and
four-by-fours that speed along the Pilgrims’ way and we have roped in the tractormounted hedge cutter as well.”
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Mr Macron sighs and says, “I must tell you, David, that I have 6,000 tanks and
5,000 armoured personnel carriers, plus I‘ve increased my army to 150,000 since
we last spoke.”
“I’ll ring you back”, says David.
As expected, the next day David rings again. “Mr President, we’ve had another
meeting and the war is still on. We have managed to get ourselves airborne. We
have been practising hang-gliding from the top of Stede Hill and the Church tower
and we have a squadron of kamikaze pilots at the ready. Also, three more have
joined us from the Whist club and Harrietsham in Bloom are allowing us to use the
planters along the A20 as pill-box gun emplacements.”
Mr Macron considered, for a moment, gave a silent Gallic shrug and said “I must
tell you, David, that I have 100 bombers, 200 fighters and I’ve increased my army
to 200,000 men.”
“That’s a lot”, said David, “I’ll get back to you”.
David calls again the next day. “I’ve some good news, we decided the war is off”.
“Why the sudden change of heart?”
“Well, it’s like this. We had a meeting over a few pints of mild and a couple of packets of crisps behind the Working Men’s Club and we decided there’s no way the
Coop and Sean’s shop will be able to feed 200,000 prisoners.”
In the flower garden there are plenty of jobs to do. Once snowdrops and aconites
have finished flowering split the clumps up and replant them immediately which will
help to increase your stock and create a carpet. They take much better than
planting from bulbs. Dahlia tubers can be potted up to enable you to take cuttings
from the shoots which appear and again increase your stock. Shrubs which are
grown for winter colour such as red- and yellow-stemmed dogwood and whitestemmed blackberry should be cut right down at the end of the month to encourage new growth for vivid colour next winter. Buddleias can be cut hard back too to
encourage more and larger flower heads.
One thing worth a try is forcing a few shrubs into bloom indoors, cut some twigs of
lilac and forsythia and immerse them in a bath of warm, not hot, water for a few
hours, then put them in a vase indoors when you should soon see some lovely
flower heads.
To encourage the best possible crop of raspberries, strawberries etc. now is the
time to sprinkle a handful per square yard of sulphate of potash around the plants
which will encourage flowering and fruiting.
Finally, we’re coming to the end of the time when you can play musical shrubs and
trees so if you want to rearrange your garden now’s the time to get cracking.
Happy gardening
Reprinted from February 2021 by kind permission of the author.
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Lenham Film Club

at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

It’s Here!!!

No Time to Die
Friday February 11 2022

Performance begins 7 pm, doors open 6.30 pm (please note earlier start)
Prepare yourself for a great evening. James Bond is coming to Lenham! Come
along ready for a 7 pm start, slightly earlier than usual, to watch his 25 th action
drama, No Time to Die (12A 2021), the last one to star Daniel Craig. It’s a long
film, but you won’t even notice that. There’ll be an interval so that you can get your
breath back in time for the thrills and shocks of the second half.
In No Time to Die James Bond has peacefully retired from active service. With
Madeleine Swann, his lady friend from Blofeld times, Bond is basking in the
Jamaican sun when his old friend Felix Leiter pays him a visit. His mission?
Sounds easy. He’s come to ask Bond to help him in his search for a kidnapped
scientist, Bond agrees – but it leads to his tracking down of a mysterious villain
(played by Rami Malek) whose weapon is a dangerous new technology. And that
means trouble! Bigtime.
Director: Cary Joji Fukunaga. Running time: 2hrs 43mins.
For more information please check out our website (www.lenhamfilmclub.org),
follow us on Facebook (@LenhamFilmClub) or if you’d like to be added to our
mailing list, then please contact us at lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com. Perhaps
consider becoming a member or just come along on the night!
Admission: members £4, non-members £5
Annual membership £6 (over 16’s only); pick up a form at our ticket desk.

The next Issue of Network will be printed and delivered subject to Covid
guidelines and will also be available on our website on 1 March 2022

www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
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w: philipjarvis.co.uk e: homes@philipjarvis.co.uk
a: 1 The Square, Kent t: 01622 858241
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