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Harrietsham Fish Scheme Whoôs Who 

Fish Scheme-Helping Hands 

Lift Organisers Andrew & Felicity Rogers 
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU 

Telephone 859352 Email: andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com 

Chairman Vacant 

 
Treasurer Steve Brown 
 Email: treasurer@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Secretary Nicola File 
 

Network Magazine 

Editor Nicola File 
 Email: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Editorial Team Amanda Ward, Denise Williams and Rod Martenstyn 
 Email: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Advertising Manager Steve Brown 
 Email: adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Distribution Manager Jackie Bevan 
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA 

Telephone 859310 

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme 

Network Magazine December 2024 deadlines:- 

 

Friday 1 November 2024 12 noon advertising and copy deadline for December 

Network. 

 

In addition to printing the magazine and distributing it to all homes in the village, 

Network is uploaded to our website by the 1st of each month. 

 

Please send advertising contributions to adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org.  

 

Thank you. 

http://www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
mailto:adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org
mailto:editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org


Harrietsham Network   

4 

 

TO PLACE 

ADVERTS  

IN THIS SPACE 

CALL 

STEVE BROWN 

01622 858147 



November 2024 

5 

 

Contents 

 

Clubs and Societies 
  
Harrietsham History Society      12 
Harrietsham In Bloom       8 
Harrietsham Knit, Crochet and Craft     10 
Harrietsham Ladies Group       8 

  
       

Churches 
   

Christian Message        34 
Friends of St Johnôs        23 
Len Valley Benefice Service Times     21 
Local Church Contact Details      24 

  
 
Information 
  

 November Diary       27 
 Editorial        7 
Culpepper Charity        28 
Local Directory        18, 19 
Public Services and Emergencies Directory    25 
Whoôs Who         3 
  
 
Features and General Articles 
  
Accessible Wellbeing       26 
Borough Council Corner       17 
Countryways Quilters and Stitchers     17 
Harrietsham Community Speedwatch     32 
Harrietsham Parish Council - Open Spaces Management Controls 9 
Lenham Film Club        30 
Lenham WI         33 
Macmillan Coffee Morning       8 
Parish Council News       14 
Quiz Corner         10 
 Answers        14 

   
Join the Fish Committee      34 
 
Some Gave All, All Gave Some     31 
 

Your óFriendsô Need YOU!!!      9  



Harrietsham Network   

6 

lenham@halletandco.co.uk www.thorneloe.co.uk 



November 2024 

7 

Message From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the November 2024 edition of the Harrietsham Network. This 
month, we bring you a wide range of updates, including local history, council 
news, and various community events as we approach the end of the year. 
 
We would also like to remind readers that the Harrietsham Fish Scheme is 
actively seeking new committee members. This is a valuable opportunity to 
contribute to the community without a significant time commitment. If youôre 
interested in helping to support the village, we encourage you to get in touch. 
 
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Peter Brown, our long-standing 
Chairman, for his years of dedicated service to the Harrietsham community. 
Peterôs leadership and commitment have been invaluable in guiding local 
projects, supporting village initiatives, and ensuring the smooth running of 
many events. As he prepares to move away, we wish him all the best for the 
future and want to express our deepest gratitude for everything he has done . 
He will be greatly missed.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Harrietsham Network. Your 
contributions and feedback are always appreciated. Please feel free to share 
your stories, photos, or ideas with us at editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org. 
 
Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org     
 
Cover photo with thanks by Roger Whichelow. Thanks also to Jane Wiltshire 
who also sent in some amazing photos of the Northern Lights across 
Harrietsham Skies. 
 
 
Whilst every effort has been made to include as wide a variety of information as 
possible, the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The 
editorôs decision is final. Responsibility for the information and views set out in 
articles and notices in this publication lies entirely with the authors. 
 
Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of 
the officers or committee of the Fish Scheme. 
 
The publication of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement. No 
reproduction allowed in any form without written consent. No flyers or inserts to be 
sent to the printers for inclusion in the magazine direct or without the editorôs prior 
consent.   
 
 

mailto:editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org
mailto:www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
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Harrietsham In Bloom 
 

Unfortunately, Summer is now a distant memory and preparations 
for the Spring displays have taken place. Our 26 planters and the 3 
beds on the green have been emptied of the summer bedding and 
Spring bulbs have been put in each one. The bulbs taken out of the 
planters last May were dried, saved and have now been replanted in the verge 
edging the Glebe field opposite the church. We look forward to them all blooming 
again and heralding the start of a new season. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM on Friday 11 October. We are 
grateful for your support. All committee members have agreed to stand again for 
another year and will work with our dedicated team of volunteers to continue 
brightening up the village. 
 
Our collections tins have been emptied yielding the sum of Ã143.43.  We are 
grateful to the 4 businesses that agreed to display a collection tin for us. 
Breakdown of the total amount : Salon 62 - Ã6.75, Premier Convenience Store - 
Ã20.46, Post Office - Ã50.08 and the BP garage -Ã66.14. Many thanks to everyone 
who has donated via these tins your contributions are much appreciated. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers.  If you are interested in helping us please 
contact Andrew Rogers, Chairman on 01622 859352 or myself on 01622 853754. 
 

Barbara Incledon - Secretary 
 
 

Harrietsham Ladies Group 
 

At our October meeting we had a very interesting talk by Sue Duckworth titled óThe 
Darling Buds of Mayô. We had a short history of H E Bates ( the author) when he 
came to live in Kent and lovely pictures of all the Kentish buildings in the villages 
which were used in the original TV program. We were reminded of those who 
played the main characters and Sue interspersed this with short quotes from the 
books. Most of us had watched the series in the early 90ôs so it was a nostalgic 
evening again. 
 
We donôt have a speaker in November so it will just be a social catch up with 
refreshments. 
 
Elizabeth Welchman - Chairmanð01622 850735  

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 
A coffee morning was held in Harrietsham Village Hall on Friday 27 September 
2024 to raise funds for the Macmillan Cancer charity. A total of Ã188.60 was 
raised by donations and a raffle was also held. A big thank you goes out to all 
those who attended and donated so generously.   
 
Thanks must go to the family of the late Anne Irwin who donated the raffle prizes. 
Thankyou Tracy, Vanessa and Jacqui. 
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Harrietsham Parish Council 
 

Open Spaces Maintenance Contracts 
 
The above contracts are due for renewal from April 2025, so we are seeking 
suitably qualified contractors who might be interested in tendering for the work. 
Contract specifications are available now, and anybody who wishes to obtain a 
copy should contact the Amenity Manager, Mike Cuerden, by email at 
amenitymanager@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk, or write to Deans Hill Lodge, 
Deans Hill, Harrietsham, Maidstone, Kent ME17 1NS, giving your name, company 
name, address and email. 
  
Copies of the specifications, together with instructions for completing the tender 
process, will then be available for posting or emailing until 1 December 2024. 

Your óFriendsô Need YOU!!! 
 
Hi Everybody! 
 
We do indeed!  We need more active members on our Management Committee of 
The Friends of St John the Baptist Church, Harrietsham.  I am writing this plea as I 
gave my notice at the last AGM in March, that I would be standing down as Chair 
with effect from the next AGM (March 2025). At the moment we are a small group 
of 7, two of the group are Treasurer and Secretary - and myself plus 4 committee 
members. I have been Chair for the past 5 years and a committee member for a lot 
longer. I am fully committed and want the committee to carry on the good work that 
the Friends do. 
 
Without more active members willing to join our Management Committee, we 
probably will be unable to continue our regular activities in the future and may have 
to cease raising money for the church, separately from the Diocese. Our efforts 
from 2017 to 2020 raised more than Ã79,000 to help with funding for the new 
internal toilet and kitchen, a new organ, repairs to the weathervane, provision of 
disabled access, internal decoration and the installation of glass entrance doors. 
 
For your information, the Friends is a secular organisation concerned with raising 
money to help maintain and improve the Grade 1 Listed church for the benefit of 
ALL the people of Harrietsham, now and in the future. Whilst it is true that the 
Friends work with the church authorities, we are independent of them being a 
registered charity formed in 2001 and concerned with the building itself. 
 
My hope is that I will be able to hand over to someone at the AGM next year.  So 
please have a think and come and have a chat if you think this is something you 
could do, it really is so rewarding! Thank you. 
 
Audrey Joy, MBE 

mailto:amenitymanager@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Quiz Corner 
 

Round 13 
 

1. What type of meat is used in the preparation of óOsso Buccoô? 

2. óThe Treaty of Parisô, in 1856 ended which war? 

3. Which fruit is used in the making of Slivovitz? 

4. Post boxes are red in the UK, what colour are they in France? 

5. In what field did Worzel Gummidge live? 

6. Who wrote the music for West Side Story? 

7. What is the only English anagram of the word ósectionalô? 

8. Which country was previously called Mesopotamia? 

9. What do Ichthyologists study? 

10. What is Hansenôs disease more commonly known as? 
 

Answers on page 14 

Knit, Crochet and Craft 
 

We are now working on additions to our village remembrance displays.  Most of 
our displays have featured red poppies so we wanted to include the animals in our 
remembrance this year a bit more and so have been making purple poppies and 
other relevant display pieces.  If anyone would like to help with making these 
(either knitted or crocheted) please get in touch.  We will be erecting our usual 
poppy cascade on the tree on the village green along with the ópoppy fieldô about a 
week before Remembrance Sunday with the kind help of Harrietsham in Bloom 
volunteers.  The poppy trellises will also be erected again at the church and a new 
display added inside the church. 
 

At our meetings we have continued to teach both adults and children to 
crochet.  No-one lately has asked to learn how to knit.  The latest beginnersô 
project was a small crochet bag which uses the tops of dessert cups that are 
recycled for bag handles.  Several members, including one child made the bag 
except for the shell edging which we will be doing at our next evening meeting.  At 
the afternoon meeting, the project was poppies and both Anne and Jacky were 
very proud to have made their first poppy.   
 

Occasionally, at Knit, Crochet and Craft, we do other craft projects and a 
macrame angel that can be added to a Christmas tree is planned soon. 
 

Do come and join us if you enjoy knitting, crochet or other crafts or if you would 
like to learn to knit or crochet.  We meet on the first Monday of the month between 
7-9pm and the third Monday of the month between 2-4pm both meetings in 
Harrietsham Village Hall.  Everyone is invited to bring along whatever craft they 
would like to work on.  Cakes, coffee and tea plus fruit juice for the children if 
wanted is always served.  Children should be aged seven and up and 
accompanied by an adult.  If you have questions, please contact 01622 851885 
 

Hazel Roots   
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Kent Foot Health 
 is now in your area 

A fully mobile  foot clinic that will treat your feet 
in the comfort of your own home 

 

The treatments available are: 
    Fungal nail treatment 

        Removal of Calluses & Corns 

    Removal of ingrown toe nails 

    Verrucae treatment 

Diabetic patients welcome 
 

VICKY PIPER S.A.C Dip, MFHP 
Call : 07747083497 or email kentfoothealth@gmail.com  

 

TO PLACE 

ADVERTS  

IN THIS SPACE 

CALL 

STEVE BROWN 

01622 858147 

mailto:kentfoothealth@gmail.com
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Harrietsham History Society 
 

We Will Remember Them 
 
11 November 1918, Harrietsham joined the nation in celebrating 
the end of World War I. News of the armistice spread quickly, and 
villagers gathered at St John the Baptist Church to ring the bellsða long-silenced 
symbol of hope and relief. While joy filled the village, there was also grief, as many 
families had lost loved ones in the conflict. 
 
Many young men from Harrietsham joined the East Kent Regiment, known as "The 
Buffs." They were involved in significant battles throughout the war, including 
Mons, Ypres, the Somme, and Passchendaele. The Battle of Mons in 1914 was 
their first major action, marking the beginning of a long struggle against German 
forces. The retreat from Mons, and later engagements at Ypres, were 
characterised by fierce fighting and heavy losses. 
 
The Battle of the Somme in 1916 was especially brutal for The Buffs. They faced 
relentless artillery bombardment and machine-gun fire as they advanced across no 
manôs land. The Battle of Passchendaele in 1917 further tested the resilience of 
The Buffs, with its appalling conditions and muddy trenches becoming a symbol of 
the horror of trench warfare. 
 
Following the armistice, Harrietsham held a thanksgiving service in St John the 
Baptist Church. The Womenôs Institute organised a gathering at the village hall, 
where residents shared what little they had to celebrate the peace. Although 
rationing was still in place, the spirit of unity was strong as villagers helped each 
other move towards a brighter future. 
 
The fallen are forever remembered and the War Memorial in the remembrance 
garden at St John the Baptist Church stands as a lasting tribute to their sacrifice. 
The history society supported by the local community completed the War Memorial 
Project in 2018 and on Remembrance Sunday, 14 November 2018 Revd. Millie 
Hart blessed the Roll of Honour. The Roll of Honour stands as a testament to the 
lives lost, reminding us of the personal stories behind each name. 
 
We are proud of our growing archive, which documents the lives of those from 
Harrietsham who fought and lived through the Great War. We will continue to 
research and add names to the village memorial, ensuring that every sacrifice is 
remembered. If members of the community have photos, diaries, or documents 
they would like to add to the archive, please email us at 
info@harrietshamhistorysociety.org.  
 
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
 
We will remember them." 
 

mailto:info@harrietshamhistorysociety.org
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Quiz Corner 
Answers  
 

Round 13   

 

1. Veal 

2. The Crimean War  

3. Damson plums  

4. Yellow  

5. Ten Acre Field  

6. Leonard Bernstein  

7. Coastline  

8. Iraq  

9. Fish 

10. Leprosy  

Parish Council News 
 
Santa's Grotto is back! 
Santa is coming to Harrietsham again on Sunday 22 December 2024 and will once 
again be accompanied by Naughty Elf, so look out! 
  
If you would like to visit Santa, please contact Tim Griffiths via email:  
 
cllr.griffiths@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
He is also contactable on the following number via text: 07793240529 
  
Slots will be given in half hour sessions from 10 am until about 4pm, to reduce the 
number of people in one area at a time. 
  
There is only a limited number of spaces in each half hour session, so please 
accept our apologies if you do not get your exact time request. 
  
Tea and coffee refreshments will also be on sale and any donations will be 
gratefully received. 
  
This event is free entry (with no fee to visit Santa) and toddlers/primary school 
aged children will receive a chocolate selection box. If you would like to give Santa 
or Naughty Elf a present to give your child, then please make sure you let the 
organisers know on the day. 
  
This event is run by the Parish Council and we would like to thank everyone 
involved who will help to make this event enjoyable and safe. 
 
Parish Councillor Co-option 
The Parish Council has co-opted two Parish Councillors in recent months, Cllrs 
Glenda Dean and Steve Donley.  Cllr Dean had previously been a member of the 
Parish Council and has joined the Environmental and Finance Committees, as well 
as assisting with the Parish Council Facebook page.  Cllr Donely has become a co
-opted member on the Village Hall Trust, a role which is guaranteed to keep him 
busy! 
 
Amanda Broadhurst - Parish Clerk 
01622 850089 
clerk@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
4 Southfields Way, Harrietsham, ME17 1GE 

mailto:cllr.griffiths@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Reporting online 
is quick and 
easy. You can 
do it through 
your smartphone 

at your 
convenience 

www.kent.police.uk/ro/report 
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http://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report
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Borough Council Corner 
 

As your ward councillors, our casework has continued over the summer ranging 
from tracking down lost bins or missed collections (a handful of which remain 
stubbornly problematic), to adult care and safeguarding, helping with housing 
issues, reporting road or utility issues, actively commenting on planning 
applications and concerns whether relating to our villages, protecting our heritage 
and/or the Kent Downs National Landscape.  
 

We were really pleased to be able to take part in the Shaun the sheep trail in the 
town. We went searching a number of times with our grandchildren, the sculptures 
were amazing, each with an individual theme and beautifully decorated by many 
artists. The subsequent  auction that took place raised over Ã265k for the Heart of 
Kent Hospice. 
 

We have attended Patient Participant Group PPG meetings with representatives of 
the medical centre. These have been particularly helpful for all sides to see the 
pressures the surgery is under and for them to understand the views of the 
patients.  
 

We continue to work alongside the Parish Council and our new Parish Warden 
Martin on a wide variety of issues. 
 

Lastly and importantly can we think of those residents who may have recently lost 
their jobs running up to Christmas. 
 

If you need us, hereôs how to get in touch  
Your independent councillors for Harrietsham Lenham & North Downs Ward  
Cllr Kathy Cox kcox.mbc@gmail.com07724021659 
Cllr Janetta Sams janettasamscllr@gmail.com 
Cllr Tom Sams tomsamscllr7@gmail.com 
01622 859412/07891901831 
www.hl-nd.co.uk 

 
Countryways Quilters  
 

Christmas is closing in, and as we do not meet in December we need to finish our 
Christmas projects. We have been working on our earth friendly, reusable 
Christmas wrappings with different decorations of raw edge applique, sashiko and 
reverse applique. Finishing on 5 November. 
 

On 19 November we have our Christmas party. At that time we will be making 
decorative bow and spray pins to secure the wrappings. I do hope youôll come join 
us and try your hand at something new or just enjoy the company, have a chat and 
a cup of tea. An enjoyable way to spend an afternoon. 
 

We have our meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of every month except 
December and would love to see you.  We meet usually in the Osbourne room in 
the Lenham Community Centre from 1:30 to 4:30. 
 

If you would like more information on our group or would like a copy of our 2025 
program  please contact me, Pamela Gillard at 07914 809946 or e-mail 
moonbeamspinner@gmail.com 
 
Pamela Gillard 

mailto:kcox.mbc@gmail.com
mailto:janettasamscllr@gmail.com
mailto:tomsamscllr7@gmail.com
http://www.hl-nd.co.uk/
mailto:moonbeamspinner@gmail.com
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Local Directory A-Ha 
 

Art Classes (Drawing/Painting Improvers) 

Tutor - Amanda Thesiger Kent Adult Education    amanda.thesiger@cls.education 

Beaver Scouts  

Leader    Ann Seales  01622 859829 

Bell Ringers 

Captain    Ken Leach  01622 851173 

Captain    Graham Cuthbert 01795 886365 

Bible Reading Fellowship   

Co-ordinator   Mrs J Bevan  01622 859310 

Booth and Baldwin Charity 

Secretary      boothandbaldwin@hotmail.co.uk 

Brownie Guides 

Brown Owl   Louise Ayres  07590 037693 

Community Support  

PCSO    John Boyd  101 

Conservative Association 

Faversham Office     01622 758053 

Countryways Quilters  

And Stitchers   Pamela Gillard  01233 877453 

Craft and Chat/Crafternoon/ 

Knit Crochet and Craft Hazel Roots   01622 851885 

Cricket Club 

Chairman   Mr A Hubble  01622 859692 

Cub Scouts  

Leader    Mrs A Seales  01622 859829 

Explorer Scouts 

Leader    Mark Horlock  07789 226516 

Friends of St. John the Baptist Church 

Chairperson   Audrey Joy  01622 850806 

Gardening Society 

Chairman   Mr David Oversby 01622 859674 

Girl Guides 

Leader    Andrea French  07901 667018 

Golf ï Billôs Round for Charity 

Secretary   Mr T Grimes  01622 850632 

Harrietsham Academy of Ballet 

Organiser   Deborah Nankivell 07775 716714 

Harrietsham History Society 

Chairman   Mr M Avis  chairmanhhs@gmail.com  
Harrietsham in Bloom 

Chairman   Mr A Rogers  01622 859352 

Harrietsham Preschool Mrs Florence Sealy 07458 915213  

    Charlee Guy 
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Local Directory Ha-Z 
 

Harrietsham Social Club 

Secretary   Jed Stone  07759 8771198/whipacres2@gmail.com                                       

Harrietsham Ladies Group   

(formerly Wives Group)  Gill Whent  01622 859426 

Health Walks 

Organiser    Ms M Darby   01622 850657 

Helpers 

Chairman    Mr T Sams   01622 859412 

Karate Club 

Organiser    Mr Lewin Tuckwell  07812 089304 

Kent Messenger  

ñYour Local Pagesò 

Village correspondent   Charlotte Lingard miss_lingard@hotmail.com 

Lenham and Harrietsham Youth Hub 

Contact  Katie at KCC  01622 755044 

Liberal Democrat Assoc.  Mr David Naghi  07970 626829 

Parish Warden   Mr M Sherwood 07724 544409 

       warden@harrietshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
PTFA (Harrietsham School) 

Chairman  Vikki Beck  harrietshamptfa@gmail.com 

Rainbows 

Leader  Kate Davies  07971254029/beaukate@btinternet.com 

Scouts  

Group leader  Mr E Seales  859829 

Short Mat Bowls 

Chairman  Phil Gooda  01622851217/p.gooda@btinternet.com 

Tai Chi Class  Angela Akast  07754454030/akast.a@btopenworld.com 

Tennis Club 

Chairman  Mr A Rogers  859352 

The Lenham School 

Head of School  Mr Chris Foreman 858267 

Ulcombe Preschool 

Chairperson  Helen Leat  07511657828/ 

     ulcombepreschool@live.co.uk 

Village Hall  Booking Clerk  07393 030409 

     bookingclerkhvh@outlook.com 

Wellbeing Community Group Ellie Stevens  07952 594655  

     wellbeingcg@outlook,com 

Yoga    Helen Kacperek 07762761905/helenpurpleyoga@gmail.com 
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