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Harrietsham Fish Scheme:

History

FISH is based on the principle of neighbour supporting neighbour in its widest sense.  But why use the title ‘FISH’?  In keeping with its roots, the word was adopted as one which was used as a secret sign by early Christians who were being persecuted.  The fish shape would be marked in the sand when a meeting was taking place and removed afterwards.

In 1968 when the Scheme commenced it was agreed that people would be put in touch with others who had the time and inclination to help. A Village wide system was set up with the purpose of making it easy for residents in need to access the Scheme and also to act as a caring pair of eyes in each locality.  This idea took off with many people offering to help others with the collection of medication, transport to surgeries and hospitals and other essential journeys.

To co-ordinate FISH an Organising Secretary was appointed to ensure that any changes would be managed, and to maintain the central list of helpers and to ensure that the whole Scheme worked as planned.

The Scheme continues today in much the same way with well over thirty helpers ensuring that we are able to meet all the appropriate requests for help. New residents are welcomed to the Village and are offered a mention in Network the monthly magazine. We are assured that the support continues to be needed and is very much welcomed by the receivers of the service.  The Scheme is managed by a committee and holds a public AGM every year in March to which all residents are welcome.

Network:
Shortly after the Scheme was launched, it was quickly appreciated that some form of regular contact with the Village was needed.  The publication in existence at that time was only available to regular Church members.  It was decided the Fish Scheme would produce a magazine, delivered free to every home in the Village with the cost being covered by donations and advertisements.  Network is collected and distributed by individuals who ensure the magazine is delivered by the beginning of each month.  Network brings news of clubs, Churches and individuals, and seeks to build a spirit of community.  Its aim is to keep residents informed and its policy is non-political, non-sectarian, but always primarily Harrietsham.

Marjorie Darby
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