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Harrietsham Fish Scheme Who’s Who
Fish Scheme-Helping Hands
Lift Organisers – Andrew & Felicity Rogers
Ridgedown, Marley Road, Harrietsham ME17 1AU
Telephone 859352              Email andrew.rogers3@btinternet.com

Chairman – Peter Brown
Bassetts, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1JR
Telephone 851075              Email peter.78brown@btinternet.com

Treasurer – Michael Gear
Little Hatch, Ashford Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AJ
Telephone 859410              Email michaelgear44@hotmail.co.uk

Network Magazine
Editor – Jan Dijkstra-Caplan
Telephone 07484 310307   Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Editorial Team - Amanda Ward, Denise Williams and Rod Martenstyn.        
             Email editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Advertising manager – Kath Rushton 
Pennine, Old Lain, Harrietsham, ME17 1AZ
Telephone 850103            Email adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org  
 
Distribution Manager – Jackie Bevan
Faygate, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2DA
Telephone 859310

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Harrietsham Network is published by the Harrietsham Fish Scheme

Network Magazine October 2020 deadlines
Tues 1 September 12 noon advertising deadline for October Network

Tues 1 September 12 noon copy deadline for October Network

We will be back in print with advertising, subject to lockdown rules, from September. 

Please send advertising contributions to advertising manager’s address above.
Please send copy to: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Thank you.
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HARRIETSHAM

SOCIAL CLUB
34 West Street (above the Post O�ce)

Open Monday - Saturday evenings

Licensed bar - Snooker & Pool tables

email Jed: whipacres2@gmail.com
tel: 07759871198

New Members Welcome

S.I. PARR
PAINTING

& DECORATING
Qualified Decorator
30 years experience
Interior & Exterior

Estimates Free
No VAT

01233 756676

Ê

Thorneloe & Co. 
Solicitors 

 

 
Based in Lenham, we provide a friendly, high quality, personal service 

tailored to your specific needs. 
 
  

Wills Agriculture 
Trusts and Estate Administration 
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Commercial Property 
Buying or Selling a Business 

Family Law Business Contracts / Finance 
Buying and Selling Your Home Employment Law 
Court of Protection 
Personal Injury 

Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 
 

01622 859 416 
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk                   www.thorneloe.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ê

Ê Ê

St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH 
 

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485 
 

Thorneloe&Co 
Solicitors 

Now part of Hallett & Co Ê
Ê

PROUD TO BE  
SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1965 
 

(Proprietor: West & Coe Ltd) 
Ê
Ê

 
Your local, family owned Funeral Directors offering the highest standard of care and 

facilities to every family we serve. 
 
Ê

 
in association withÊ

Ê
Ê

Ê
Ê

Ê

 
By choosing ‘The Independent Way’ funeral plan, we, are, able to provide you with not only 
all the benefits of a pre-arranged funeral, but it also gives you the opportunity to meet with us 
and be given the same 1 to 1 dedicated support and attention we provide to all our families. 

Ê

The key benefits of the funeral plan include: 
 

• Paying today’s prices for a service you may not require for many years. 
 

• Helps ease the worry of funeral payments at the time of need. 
 

• Your wishes are fulfilled by a proven partnership. 
 

• By entrusting us with your wishes, you can rest assured that you are in good hands and 
that your wishes will be carried out to the letter. 

 

• Peace of mind. Knowing that you have saved your loved ones this responsibility during 
sad and difficult times. 

Ê

We are always able to visit you at home to gently guide you towards making the right 
choice of funeral arrangements. To find out more about this opportunity and receive a 

brochure free of charge, please feel free to contact us. 
Ê

A W Court Funeral DirectorsÊ 
Brackleigh, Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent. ME17 2AP 

01622 850840 
 

EmailÊ–Êenquiries@awcourt.comÊ WebsiteÊ–Êwww.awcourt.comÊ
Ê
 

A W Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited, 
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 

TO ADVERTISE IN

“NETWORK”

please contact

Kath Rushton

on

Tel: 01622 850103
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Orchids
Fine Food For All Occasions

We can help organise:
Business Lunches - Dinner Parties - Funerals

Cocktail Parties - Receptions & Buffets

Sharon Prior

For personal
attention to
detail...

  Tel: (01622) 859761
    Mobile: 07776 401405
www.orchidsoccasions.co.uk

SEASONED LOGS
SUITABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF 

FIRES/WOOD BURNERS
Kiln dried, the best for Wood Burners

All from local coppiced woodlands
can be delivered or collected

Telephone: 077 333 28715

+ Computer problems?          +Virus attack?
+ Need an upgrade, repair or new machine?

+ Want help with networking, 
wireless networks,

 or broadband?
+ Machine running slowly?

Or just want help to get the best
out of your computer?

For local, friendly, experienced help and advice, call
Mike Cuerden on 01622 859442 or 07963 020092

Harrietsham Computers

 Part P Registered   Fully Insured

Jeff King
Mob: 07969 343036
Tel:  01233 630589

jeffking2009@hotmail.co.uk

Electrics Southeast Ltd
JMK

www.kpdecorate.com

UPVC Spraying.

TAXI SERVICE

VILLAGE
CARS
Private Hire
Lenham &

surrounding villages
Email us: 

villagecarskent@gmail.com
Tel: 07770 725129
or 07769 780149 
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From the Editor
Hi everyone,

We are finally back in print. To those of you who have not been able to download 
your magazine each month, I am so sorry that we have been unable to reach you.  
I hope that you have managed to keep a positive mental attitude throughout the 
pandemic and that you are in good health. Our condolences go to everyone who 
has lost someone dear to this dreadful disease and our thanks go to everyone who 
has worked on the front line. My personal thanks go to everyone who has helped 
me to keep Network going online, including Peter Brown, Denise Williams, Amanda 
Ward, Glenda Dean, Tom and Janetta Sams and everyone who has so generously 
contributed copy and photographs.

We hope to remain in print, however, should we be unable to do so because of the 
virus you will find Network on the Harrietsham Fish Scheme website 

www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Follow the link on the front page.  We upload in time for the first day of the month.
The issues we couldn’t print during the pandemic can be found in the magazine 
archive. I have included a few items from these, which I think will be of interest to 
you, in this month’s issue.

Stay safe everyone.

Jan - Network Editor

Please remember to email any photographs, articles of interest about 
Harrietsham, or recipes etc. that could be considered for inclusion to:
E-mail: editor@harrietshamfishscheme.org

Visit our website: www.harrietshamfishscheme.org 

Whilst every effort is made to include as wide a variety of information as possible each month, 
the editor reserves the right not to publish, or to edit, any item. The editor’s decision is final. 
Responsibility for the information and views set out in articles and notices in this publication lies 
entirely with the authors.

Letters sent anonymously will not be considered. Any opinions expressed are those of the contributors 
and not necessarily those of the officers or committee of the Fish Scheme.

Front cover; Percy in PPE by Kevin Harlock
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Ann Marie Brown
On Tuesday 3rd March members of the Fish Scheme attended Ann Brown’s funeral 
at Vinters Park Crematorium joining with her family and many of her friends in 
celebrating her life. Ann joined the Fish Scheme as Editor of the village magazine 
in 2015 and despite working full time after a brief amount of training edited her first 
copy of the Network in September. Somehow from then on Ann managed to edit 
the magazine each month in her spare time whilst coping with her job and looking 
after her home and family. Sadly, Ann collapsed at home in July 2018 resulting in 
her being in Kings College hospital for several months before being able to return 
home. Ann’s final copy of the Network was the July 2018 edition which she had 
edited the previous month.   

Peter Brown - Harrietsham Fish Scheme Chairman

A note of thanks
The close family of former Network editor Ann Brown, would like to say a massive 
thank you to everyone who has supported them over the last few weeks. Especially 
all of those who came to the funeral and wake at the beginning of March, you all 
helped to make a difficult day just that little bit better. 

Ann loved being a part of this village, especially making friends through local groups 
and societies, such as: Harrietsham CoEPS PTFA and governor, helping at youth 
clubs, and of course working on the editorial team for Network Magazine. 

Thank you once again

Lee, Daniel and Callum



September 2020

9

              

       
 

 
 
 
 

 
                 Cutting emissions whilst cutting your grass 
                          All our machinery is battery powered and emission free. 

      We can cut your grass, trim your hedge or clear your  
        leaves and help save the planet one job at a time. 

 

                         ResidentialÊandÊcommercialÊservicesÊavailableÊÊ
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊCallÊ01622Ê828627ÊforÊaÊfreeÊquoteÊÊ
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊTheÊZeroÊEmissionÊGardeningÊCompanyÊ–ÊHarrietshamÊKentÊÊ
 
 

Mowtastic 
Brand new workshop & 

showroom in Harrietsham 
 CallÊ01622Ê828Ê627 

Need a Mower? 

Come to our new showroom  
where we stock the latest models  

Ego, Hyundai, Honda, Stihl, Viking, 
Danarm, Weibang & many more 

 

Why not join the green revolution and switch to 
a battery mower.  

Bring in your old petrol mower and trade it in for 
a zero emission battery mower. 

Need your Mower Serviced 

Mower won’t start? 
 Bring it to us & we can fix it 

While you wait! 
 

 
We sell new petrol & battery mowers 
strimmers, hedge cutters, chainsaws, 

leaf blowers, rotavators and more…  

Unit 6a & 6b Harrietsham industrial Estate, 
Station Road, Harrietsham ME17 1JA 
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Parish Council News  
Rural Hedge Cutting 
The Parish Council will be arranging the hedge cutting service again this year and 
it is hoped that this will commence around the 2nd November.  If you wish to have 
your name added to the list, please contact the Clerk.  Please note that you will 
still need to add your name to the list, even if you have used the service in 
the past.

As the Parish Office is currently closed, it would be most helpful if residents could 
email their requirements to the Clerk please (harrietshampc@aol.com).

Amanda Broadhurst - Parish Clerk

4 Southfields Way
Harrietsham            
Kent                           
ME17 1GE              
harrietshampc@aol.com        

Collecting Your Medication from the Surgery
The government paused the coronavirus shielding programme on 31 July 2020. 
This means, for those of you who have been having your medication delivered by 
the Covid-19 Support Group volunteers, that this service will cease (unless you have 
been told otherwise) and you will have to collect your own medication or arrange 
for someone else to collect it for you. The Glebe surgery in Harrietsham remains 
closed, although you can still post your repeats through the door as these are 
collected daily. The closure was due for review at the end of August, unfortunately 
too late for this issue of Network. At the time of writing Harrietsham residents need 
to travel to Lenham surgery to collect their medication and due to social distancing 
and patient and staff safety you will need to queue outside, regardless of weather 
conditions, when collecting it.

If you are unable to collect your medication from Lenham surgery or cannot queue 
outside and have no-one who can go for you, please contact the dispensing team 
at the surgery by calling reception on 01622  858341 for assistance (hopefully, with 
a delivery to your home).   



September 2020

11

Harrietsham Fish Scheme
IT’S GREAT TO BE BACK – A huge thank you to our editor Jan for her excellent 
work in producing the on-line Network magazine during lock down whilst we have 
been unable to have it printed and delivered and to everyone who has contributed 
interesting articles during this time.

Although things are still very uncertain we are hopeful we will now be able to resume 
delivering hard copies of the magazine to everyone each month and extend our 
sincere thanks to the 44 volunteer deliverers for agreeing to carry on doing this for 
us.

Our thanks also go to Kath our advertising manager for getting the majority of our 
advertisers back and to Brian for setting up the advert pages again. It is great to see  
that most of our previous advertisers have managed to survive although not being 
able to carry on with their business during lock-down and we hope you will support 
them as much as possible now that things have begun to ease.

Helping Hands 
Regrettably we are still unable to resume with our Lift Organisation as most of our 
small number of volunteer drivers are still needing to comply with the restrictions 
on meeting other people outside of their own family. We will continue to monitor the 
situation and hope that we will be able to re-start this service at some time in the 
future.
      
Peter Brown - Chairman 

Harrietsham Village Hall Trust
Your village hall is opening this September. There are strict Covid guidelines 
that have to be followed and all hirers will have to sign their compliance with our 
COVID-19 policy before they are allowed to use the hall. Unfortunately, we will not 
be taking bookings for parties at this time.

By the time you read September Network new heating will have been installed, the 
whole system is being flushed to rid it of debris, etc, thermostatic radiator valves are 
being fitted on all radiators and the 3 wall heaters are being repaired.

Look forward to seeing you all in September.

Steve Brown 
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Heather’s
Chiropody and Podiatry Surgery

Registered Surgical Chiropodist
HCPC Registered G.C.S.Ch., M.Inst. Ch.P., M.F.S.Ch.

Fully disabled access and facilities.
Wide range of Chiropody treatments. 

Tel for appointment: 01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk
The Brown Barn, Bull Hill, Lenham Heath, ME17 2JA

 

This
space

available
for
a

colour
advert

For rates and details p l e a s e  c a l l  

Kath  Rushton
o n

0 1 6 2 2 8 5 0 1 0 3
o r

e m a i l :
adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org

About Securitatem Installations Limited
Established in 2012, the company is insurance approved to design, supply, install 
and maintain security systems including Intruder / Burglar Alarms, Access Control 
and CCTV Systems. Based in Harrietsham we predominantly cover Kent, London, 
Home Counties and the South East.

The company is led by former law-enforcement professionals with a lifetime of 
experience in providing security and security advice, and is NSI NACOSS Gold, 
ISO9001 approved. All our staff are security screened and employed. The company 
aims to provide safety through security, delivering the highest of public service 
standards for our clients. We are an Alcumus Safe Contractor and Alcumus Safe 
PQQ contractor. We hold a bronze Armed Forces covenant and support the Armed 
Forces Community. 

We believe passionately that everyone has a right to feel safe and secure at home 
and are reassured that businesses and other valuable assets are protected from 
attack. We have an expert team of technicians with many years of experience 
designing, installing and maintaining bespoke security systems across both 
complex and straightforward situations for Commercial, Domestic and Government 
customers.
Using the latest smart technologies across a range of manufacturers, suppliers, 
and products we will undertake a no obligation free survey to provide your perfect 
security solution based on your property and circumstances. To arrange an initial 
consultation just call us 01622 960020.
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Wire Free Bronze Intruder Alarm System 
Fully fitted for £525 + vat  

Systems may differ from pictures shown  
2 year parts warranty. Labour excluded.  

Includes: 
1 x Control Panel with Wi-Fi module (plugged) 
2 x  PIR sensors (pet friendly available) 
1 x Slimline Door Contact 
2 x Key Fobs 
1 x External Siren 
Plus Free connection to the Pyronix cloud enables notification 
 control of your alarm using the excellent ProControl+ app  

            (Included for the first year free of charge) 
 

Wire Free Silver Intruder Alarm System 
Fully fitted and maintained for £775 + vat  

Includes:          
1 x Control Panel with Wi-Fi module (hard wired) 
4 x  PIR sensors (pet friendly available) 
1 x Slimline Door Contact 
2 x Key Fobs 
1 x External Siren 
Ê
Ê
Plus Connection to the Pyronix cloud enables notifications and control of your alarm using the excellent    
ProControl+ app 
Plus NSI Certificate issued on completion, Grade 2  
Plus 1 year’s Monitoring & Maintenance (After the first year annual cost £220.00) 

Wi-Fi connection subject to customer having a stable broadband connection. 

Fully fitted wireless intruder alarm systems by professional NSI Gold approved installer, established since 
2012.   Insurance approved supplier and installer to law enforcement agencies, local authorities,  

commercial and domestic premises 

SECURITATEM INSTALLATIONS LTD 
 HOME SECURITY SYSTEMS 

alarms@securitatemgroup.com 
www.securitateminstallations.com 

Tel: 01622 960020 
Unit 5 Roebuck Business Park, Ashford Road,  

Harrietsham, Kent, ME17 1AB 

Gold Bespoke Packages also available.  
Please call for more information 

Securitatem Installations Ltd is  
Registered in England and Wales No. 7902949 
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Newsletter written on behalf of our pandemic support volunteers 
www.harrietshamandlenhamcovid19support.co.uk 

Harrietsham and Lenham villages 
Community Support

Working with and Supported by Harrietsham and Lenham Parish Councils

We wanted to update residents on our current situation from the volunteer’s perspective 
on the pandemic. Some of our volunteers have naturally returned to work. Clearly there 
is a new norm to be found whatever that is. There is uncertainty as to the future path we 
may walk and with that although village life must function, in order for this to be as safe 
as we can make it, all must play a part.

Masks Whilst Out Shopping Are Now Compulsory
Face coverings must be worn in enclosed public spaces in England - this includes shops, 
supermarkets, shopping centres, banks, building societies and post offices. It extends to 
trains, bus stations and airports.

Customers must wear a face covering before entering any shop and keep it on until they 
leave. Children under 11 and those with certain disabilities are exempt.  

So Please Mask up
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Maidstone Food Bank
This operates from Knightrider Street and is 
really important during this period. Many by 
change of financial situation for the first time 
now need this service. We urgently need 
people to make food available for collection on 
Tuesdays that can be collected by volunteers. 
Contact 01622 859412. Alternatively, if you shop 
at Harrietsham & Lenham Co-ops there is a food 
bank container near to the checkouts  

Len Valley Practice and Saxon Warrior protocols 
from August 1st will change. 

LVP have been told that they need to move as close as possible to a new normal. 
The pandemic had meant that for practical purposes there needed to be a relaxation 
of some protocols, but LVP have been informed that these now needed to be 
reconsolidated.
• Following a meeting with Elaine Moles Practice Manager LVP and Cllr John 

Britt Lenham Parish Council emergency planning rep, LVP have confirmed that 
they will be contacting the many people the volunteering scheme covers and 
outlining the new position, notifying all such patients in the next 24 / 48 hours 
that the current arrangement will be ending and the advising details of new 
arrangements in the next few days. There may be some cross-over but this will 
be avoided as much as possible.

As a reminder we have a community 
fund to financially support our activities. This 
is long established. It supports, when times 
are good, events like Lenham Festival. We 
would be grateful if residents wishing to make 
any contributions that they be sent by bank 
transfer to Harrietsham and Lenham Parish 
Residents Association (HELPERS), sort code 
08 92 99 Account 65271434, or alternatively 
a cheque made out to that organisation and 
arrange for collection.

                    cont’d overleaf
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• LVP will ensure that working with the volunteering service a “note” which 
through the volunteering service, will be passed onto the most vulnerable that 
cannot be contacted from the patient list currently receiving their meds from 
LVP pharmacy to get them onto LVP’s regular delivery schedule, should they 
qualify. Those who do not qualify for delivery from LVP pharmacy can continue 
to nominate a volunteer to collect medication on their behalf.

• We have been informed that Harrietsham surgery will be considered for opening 
at the earliest opportunity, however there are practical and obvious issues 
that need to be overcome, which LVP are working on. Paper prescriptions will 
continue to be collected daily from the surgery, if posted into that box. Those 
unable to access either the Harrietsham or Lenham surgeries to hand in their 
repeat prescriptions can continue to hand these to volunteers who will ensure 
that they are delivered to LVP for processing and authorisation.

• In the meantime, Saxon Warrior Pharmacy has agreed to retain the volunteering 
service, and SWP will continue the process of collecting authorised scripts 
from LVP and via our volunteering service continue the current process of 
medication delivery where needed. All of the protocols, some of which now will 
be amended from the collection from LVP will be under the direction of Bipin 
Patel SWP manager, working with our volunteering service. The volunteering 
service will, in co-operation with Martin Sherwood our community warden, 
continue to collect paper scripts when needed via contacting our volunteering 
service. This will be done usually each morning before 11am.

• Finally, there was a recognition that there might be a need to be a change to 
the new arrangement, should the pandemic spike as all expected that it would. 
This will be closely monitored, and there will be practical flexibility if needed. 

The volunteering service has evolved and changed throughout and it will surely 
with collaboration continue to meet whatever is needed from it given the volunteers 
abilities and availability.

We would like to thank both LVP and SW teams for their assistance during the crisis. 
We have appreciated their assistance in delivering much needed supplies through 
a difficult and dark period. We hope, having established professional, positive and 
friendly relationships, that this will continue through whatever comes our way.

Be Responsible and Stay Safe

 Contact Tom & Jan 01622 859412 or sams.uplands@gmail.com 

Welcome
A warm welcome to Chris and Jo Lurcock who have moved back to Chris’ childhood 
home in Court Lodge Road. 

Marjorie Darby
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salon 62
Unisex Hairdressers

SPECIALISING
IN ALL HAIR STYLES

AND COLOURS

 WE ALSO HAVE OUR 
BARBER JOSH EVERY 

OTHER SATURDAY

CALL US NOW TO BOOK

TEL: 01622 858276
62a West Street, 

Harrietsham 
ME171HU

A.W. AUTOREPAIRS - S. L. MOTORS
We are an independent business o�ering reliable 

motor repairs and servicing
We provide 

the highest standard of service which includes:
 •   a printed estimate before we start any job, using only   
     parts of equivalent quality to those originally �tted
 •   a complete record of all jobs carried out and advice on   
     work which may shortly become necessary
                         

MoTs & MoT
PREPARATION

UNIT 4, HARRIETSHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
STATION ROAD, HARRIETSHAM

Tel: 01622 859580

SERVICING & MECHANICAL REPAIRS
BODYWORK l WELDING

COMPUTER TUNING l PARTS SALES
PRIVATE CARS l LIGHT COMMERCIALS

FREE ESTIMATES l FREE DELIVERY
If you think we can help

you're welcome to call in or phone 

To advertise in Network
email:

adverts@harrietshm�shscheme.org
Rates:

      Mono              Monthly         Annually
        1 box                  £6                     £60
        2 box                  £12                  £120
       4 box                   £20                  £200
       Half Page          £28                  £280
       Whole Page     £40                  £400

      Colour            Monthly         Annually
       1 box                     £7                    £70
       2 box                     £14                 £140
       4 box                     £28                 £280
       Half Page            £42                 £420
       Whole Page       £75                 £750
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IRWIN SMITH LTD 
HEATING-PLUMBING-MECHANICAL SERVICES 

Boiler Services – Hea�ng Altera�ons 
Call us on 01622 746693 ask for Tracy 

info@irwinsmith.co.uk 
Bathroom Updates/System Repairs - Refurbishments - 

Landlord Cer�ficates - Powerflush  
New Builds/Listed Works/Oil/LPG 

Small or Large 
IT’S ABOUT CUSTOMER SERVICE 

www.irwinsmith.co.uk 
 

TO ADVERTISE IN

“NETWORK”

please contact

Kath Rushton

on

Tel: 01622 850103
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Harrietsham History Society
We are sorry to say we currently do not have any plans to start having meetings 
again for the time being and will not be having our usual pre-Christmas social 
evening at the beginning of December this year.

We sincerely hope all of our members are continuing to keep safe and well and that 
we will be able to meet up again soon.

Peter Brown

Harrietsham in Bloom 
The summer bedding has done very well again this year with regular watering 
during May & June. We have now placed our geranium order for 2021 with our 
suppliers Bruge Nursery.

At the end of this month we will be starting our bulb planting. This year we have 
been promised 10,000 daffodil bulbs by KCC Highways to replace those lost when 
the A20 road improvement work was carried out – any volunteers to help with the 
planting would be much appreciated!

Thank you for your continued support - any enquiries please contact the Chairman 
on 859352.
    
Andrew Rogers

Harrietsham Lawn Tennis Club
The Tennis courts have been well used this year as tennis was one of the first 
sports permitted when lockdown was lifted. We are very grateful to the Cricket Club 
for rolling the courts and a special thanks to Mowtastic for their assistance with 
repairing our mowers.

Our season will finish at the end of September but it’s not too late to give grass court 
tennis a try if you are interested during the month.

Please contact Andrew Rogers on 859352 or visit our website: harrietshamtennis.
co.uk
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Parish Church of Church of the Good Shepherd
St John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church
Priest in Charge: Rev Dr John Rectory Lane, off East Street
Huggins, The Vicarage, Old Ashford Harrietsham
Road, Lenham, ME17 2PX 850280 Parish Priest: Fr Geoffrey Pointer
Assisting Priest Deacon: Rev Cyril Durbin 736100
Rev Anne Price 01622 924963 Mass every Sunday at 8.45am and
revanne@lvb.org.uk Wednesday at 10.00am
Available Wednesday- Sunday Holydays Mass 7pm
Licensed Readers:
Pamela Cuerden 859 442 St Peter's Roman Catholic
Joan Drury 853766 Church
Benefice Office: tel 850604 Button Lane, Bearsted
ChurchOffice@lvb.org.uk 736100
Answerphone when office not Confessions, Saturday 5 - 5.30pm
manned. Saturday Evening Mass 6pm
For details of services see p.19 Sunday Mass 10.30am

Weekday Mass generally
Monday and Tuesday 7pm and

United Reformed Church Friday 10am
Week Street, Maidstone Holydays Mass 10am and 8pm
Minister: Rev Andrew Royal
Sunday Service at 10.30am with Pathways Church, Maidstone
creche. No evening service 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month
01622 686053 at 10.30am in Lenham Community
maidstoneurcoffice@talktalk.net Centre. Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings in homes in Lenham and
Harrietsham.

Baptist Church
Knightrider Street, Maidstone Church leaders: Johnny and Estelle
Minister: Bill Miller McCabe  www.pathwayschurch.org.uk
Office: 01622 686013
Sunday Services at 10.30am 
with creche, and at 6.30pm Pathways Church is supported by 
www.maidstonebaptist.net Jubilee Church, Maidstone

                        Tel 752895
                        Sunday Service 10.30am

Local Churches

                        Bearsted and Thurnham Methodist Church
                        Bearsted (next to Station)
                        Minister: Revd Bonni-Belle Pickard
                        45 St Lukes Avenue
                        Maidstone ME14 5AN

For all church services 
please see informtion 
on page 21.
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Len Valley Benefice
Service Times 
Everyone is always welcome to any of our 
services or events

For service times at other churches, please confirm days and 
times with your church. The information given on page 20 is pre-
coronavirus. 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news             
                           Isaiah 52: 7a

Sunday 6 September
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
11.00 am  Lenham:  Holy Communion
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Morning Worship

Sunday 13 September
  9.30 am  Harrietsham:  Holy Communion
  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast Service
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion
  6.30 pm  Boughton Malherbe:  Spoken Evensong

Sunday 20 September
  9.30 am  Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
11.00 am  Harrietsham: Morning Worship
11.00 am  Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 27 September
  9.30 am  Harrietsham:  Holy Communion
  9.30 am  Lenham: Breakfast Service
11.00 am  Ulcombe: Holy Communion

Prayer
Gracious father,

by the obedience of Jesus
you brought salvation to our wayward world:

draw us into harmony with your will
that we may find all things restored in him, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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R J MOSS LTD
Domestic / Commercial / Interior / Exterior

Painting & Decorating – Wallpapering – Property Maintenance
 

A reliable & friendly service and a job to be proud of with over 20 years experience

CALL RICHARD FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
TEL: 01795 480647           MOBILE: 07974 815124

EMAIL: rjmossltd@sky.com
WEB: www.rjmossltd.co.uk

CHIMNEY
Peter Walsh

01622 880958  or  07895 645318
peterchimneysweep@gmail.com

Power Sweeping           ICS Member           Fully Insured

Hollingbourne based

SWEEP
CARPETS 

 
 

 

OVER 30 YEARS

 

EXPERIENCE

ALAN POULTON

 

01622 843019

SUPPLY &
FITTING
SERVICE

WITH
HOME

SELECTION

•	 Wardrobes,	cupboards					
&	radiator	covers

•	 Installation	of	bathrooms	
&	kitchens	including	tiling.

For free advice call Graham on

01622 437 372  |  07779 029 695

21 Yeomans Way, Pilgrims Retreat, Harrietsham, ME17 1FW

All aspects of bespoke carpentry from 
design to completion.

 

     
  

This space
available

for
advertising 

in
“NETWORK”
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Harrietsham CofE Primary School
Well this has been a ‘funny old year’ and no more so than for the Year 6 pupils at 
the primary school. Normally they would have different social activities, a leavers 
disco, a leavers service in St John’s Church and other celebrations within the class 
and with the whole school. However, none of this was possible this year.

I was fortunate to be invited to share with their very individual service held in the 
school hall and with many of the teachers and learning support staff who have been 
with them during their time at the school and all of the adults made sure that this 
was a special occasion for all of the pupils to remember!

Mr Saye has been the year teacher for both Years 5 & 6 and had many memories 
of his time with the class – all 33 of them (it was a very big year group)! He was 
also able to present the children with various certificates both for work that they 
had achieved and personal development goals that they had reached.  Then it was 
time for the individual children to talk about their memories, some recent and some 
going back some years. Mr Hyder was on hand to film each child so that parents, 
watching via the wonders of Zoom, could see and hear what was happening. Then 
it was the turn of the teachers to add their memories including a story by Dr Seuss, 
a poem written by one of the LSA’s and some lovely piano playing from Mrs Holland.

The Rev John Huggins delivered a brief homily which encouraged them to go onto 
their various new schools with courage and embracing the many experiences which 
they will have. Finally Mrs Davies wished them well on behalf of the whole school 
and said that she hoped that there would be the opportunity to hold a celebration 
in the new academic year when hopefully life will have returned to some sort of 
normal.

Katherin Daking

Ben and Holly’s 
Little Dairy
We are Harrietsham’s Milk Man

We are called Ben and Holly’s Little Dairy and we have four pet pedigree Holsteins 
and can sell our milk unpasteurised and pasteurised in glass bottles. We deliver 
locally for free every day and are open every day as a milk drive through. We also 
make ice-cream with our milk and sell eggs and honey too.
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Local Directory      
Art Classes (Drawing/Painting Improvers) 
Tutor   Helen Easter     03000 412222/www.helenbeeken.co.uk 
Beaver Scouts 
Leader   Duncan Keenan  07768 926654 
Bell Ringers 
Captain   Ken Leach   851173 
Captain   Graham Cuthbert  01795 886365 
Bible Reading Fellowship 
Co-ordinator  Mrs J Bevan  859310 
Booth and Baldwin Charity 
Secretary     email boothandbaldwin@hotmail.co.uk 
Brownie Guides 
Brown Owl  Andrea French  07901667018 
Community Support 
PCSO   John Boyd   101 
Conservative Association 
Faversham Office     01622 758053 
Countryways Quilters 
And Stitchers  Pamela Gillard  01233 879507 
Craft and Chat/Crafternoon/ 
Knit Crochet and Natter Hazel Roots  01622 851885 
Cricket Club   
Chairman   Mr A Hubble  859692 
Cub Scouts 
Leader   Mrs A Seales  859829 
Explorer Scouts  
Leader   Mark Horlock  07789 226516 
Family History 
Enquiries   Mr F Long   850863 
Flower Guild 
Parish Church  Mrs R Long  850863 
Friends of St. John the Baptist Church 
Chairperson  Audrey Joy  850806 
Gardening Society 
Chairman   Mr David Oversby  859674 
Girl Guides 
Leader   Kate Davies 07971 254029/beaukate@btinternet.com 
Golf – Bill’s Round for Charity 
Secretary   Mr T Grimes  850632 
Harrietsham Academy of Ballet 
Organiser   Deborah Nankivell  07775 716714 
Harrietsham in Bloom 
Chairman   Mr A Rogers  859352 
Harrietsham Social Club  
Secretary   Jed Stone  07759 8771198/whipacres2@g.mail.com 
Harrietsham History Society 
Chairman   Mr P Brown  851075 
Health Walks 
Organiser   Ms M Darby  850657 
Helpers 
Chairman   Mr T Sams  859412 
Karate Club 
Organiser   Mr Lewin Tuckwell  07812 089304  
Kent Community Warden Mr M Sherwood  07977 981993 
Kent Messenger “Your Local Pages” 
Village correspondent Charlotte Lingard miss_lingard@hotmail.com 
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Lenham and Harrietsham Youth Hub 
Contact   Katie at KCC  01622 755044 
Liberal Democrat Association Mr David Naghi  07970 626829 
PTFA (Harrietsham School) 
Chairman   James Reed harrietshamptfa@gmail.com 
Pre-school     01622 851819 
Rainbows 
Leader   Kate Davies 07971 254029/beaukate@btinternet.com 
Royal British Legion 
Branch Chairman  Mr Barry Wood 850702/barry.wood1112@outlook.com 
Safari Supper 
Organiser   Mr R Bevan  859310 
Scouts 
Group leader  Mr E Seales  859829 
Leader   Mr N Still   880139 
Short Mat Bowls   
Chairman   Phil Gooda 01622851217/p.gooda@btinternet.com  
Tai Chi Class  Angela Akast 07754454030/akast.a@btopenworld.com  
Tennis Club       
Chairman   Mr A Rogers  859352 
Secretary   Mrs K Daking  850652 
The Lenham School 
Head of School  Mr Chris Foreman  858267 
The Poppy Appeal 
Organiser    Samantha Cast 07599 325326 and email 
Deputy Organiser  Richard Cast            Harrietshampoppyappeal@btinternet.com 
Ulcombe Pre-school 
Chairperson  Helen Leat                07511657828/ulcombepreschool@live.co.uk 
Village Hall 
Chairman   Steve Brown chair@harrietshamvillagehall.org.uk 
Whist Club  Miss Denise Williams  859410 
Wives Group 
Leader   Katherin Daking  850652 
Women’s Institute   
Secretary   Mrs J Tabrett  859224 
 

Public Services and Emergencies 
Doctors’ Surgery (for either Lenham or Harrietsham)  01622 858341 
Dentist, Lenham     01622 858204 
Dentaline (out of hours emergency treatment)  01634 890300 
Saxon Warrior Pharmacy    01622 858287 
Hospitals: 
  Maidstone, ME16 9QQ    01622 729000 
  The Tunbridge Wells Hospital. Pembury, TN2 4QJ  01892 823535 
  William Harvey Hospital, Ashford, TN24 0LZ  01233 633331 
Councils: 
  MP – Helen Whately    01622 758053 
  Kent County Council    03000 41 41 41 
  Maidstone Borough Council – all departments  01622 602000 
  Harrietsham Parish Council – Parish Clerk  01622 850089 
Police: Emergencies only 999                Non- emergencies 101 
Samaritans, 48, Grecian Street, Maidstone   01622 674444 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 2,Bower Terrace, Maidstone  01622 752420 
Childline      0800 11 11  
KCC Children’s Social Services    03000 41 11 11  
KCC Adults Social Services    03000 41 61 61  
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Do you know?
Harrietsham Post O�ce

O�ers a full range of 
services including Banking 
for all the major banks and 

a Travel Money service 
with Euros and Dollars on 

demand.
Also, we stock a �ne range 

of greetings cards and 
stationery.

We can be visited in
West Street

OPENING TIMES:
 MONDAY to FRIDAY

inclusive
09:00 - 13:00

SATURDAY  CLOSED
SUNDAY  CLOSED

Tom & Janetta Sams
Your Local Borough Councillors

If we can help with matters relating to the 
Borough, please contact us on:

 01622859412 or 07891901831/07718173329

tomsamscllr7@gmail.com
janettasamscllr@gmail.com

D FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs

Roo�ng repairs

Ridge and hips checked

Moss cleaned o� roofs

Gutters and window 
frames cleaned

Chimneys re-pointed

Call Dave for a quote:

01622 850659
or

07941 324286

Quality Decorating at a fair & competitive price
Dulux approved

Over 30 years experience
Fully insured & references available

Tel: 01622 737225            Mobile: 07816 149502
www.sr-interiors.com    email: info@sr-interiors.com

BF HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD
For your local installer of:

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - So�ts - 
Fascias - Fibreglass Flat Roofs

Over 20 years’ experience, no job too small
Call for a free no obligation quote

Byron - 07881 745191
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September Diary
Tues 1 September 12 noon advertising deadline for October Network
Tues 1 September 12 noon copy deadline for October Network

Sorry folks, nothing yet, but....

Watch this space!!!

While you’re waiting why not cook up a storm with Peter’s

Chicken with Chorizo and Peppers.

This is one of my favourite recipes based on one published in the Daily Telegraph 
about 10 years ago but adjusted several times to suit my taste. The initial preparation 
only takes about 20 mins and then the oven does the rest enabling me to get on 
with other things.

4 – Chicken Thigh fillets
2 Tablespoons Olive oil
1 Red Pepper & 1 Yellow Pepper, de-seeded and cut into 1” squares
1 Onion finely diced
2 cloves garlic finely chopped
1 sprig fresh Rosemary
8 pieces Chorizo Sausage about 1/8” thick
2 Glasses Dry White wine
Salt & Black pepper to taste

Trim any excess fat off the chicken fillets, heat the oil in a large pan and seal the 
fillets on both sides, remove to a plate.   Lightly sauté the peppers, onion, garlic and 
Rosemary for about 5 minutes, put the chicken back in the pan and add the white 
wine, add the chorizo and mix well. At this stage I put the ingredients in my slow 
cooker and cook it on the high setting for 2 hours until the chicken is well done and 
the peppers are soft, but I have also cooked it in an oven proof casserole in the 
oven for about 1½hours at 150° Check occasionally during cooking to make sure 
it hasn’t dried out and add a drop of water if necessary, serve with new potatoes. I 
really like the flavour the Rosemary and Chorizo give this dish but if you don’t want 
loose bits of Rosemary place it inside a piece of muslin and remove it just before 
serving.
      
Peter Brown
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ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ            0800 4087 911    

ÊÊ
Ê

   Reg. Office Address: 10 Savage Road Lordswood Chatham Kent ME5 8DY   Ê

Maidstone:Ê01622 804838ÊÊÊÊÊÊChatham:Ê01634 313337ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊSittingbourne:Ê01795 858137Ê
www.kentsolar.uk.com          HeadÊOffice: 0800 4087911  ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊinfo@kentsolar.uk.com 
 

Ê

LTDÊÊ 

    OIL GAS and LPG BOILERS 
Breakdown Cover, Servicing and Repairs 

✓ BREAKDOWN COVER FROM £4.95 PER MONTH 
✓ SERVICE FROM £4.16 PER MONTH 
✓ INCLUDE ALL PARTS AND LABOUR* 
✓ NO EXCESS FEES 

 
 

 
506256 

 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊ*TermsÊandÊconditionsÊapplyÊ
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01622 749321

 

For all your window cleaning needs... 

 Professional, reliable and friendly window 

cleaning service all year round. 

 Conservatory roofs, gutters, fascias and 

soffits cleaned on request. 

CONTACT JAMES FOR YOUR HASSLE FREE QUOTE ! 

Mobile:  07720849249 

E-Mail: cleaner_windows@hotmail.com 

CLEANER WINDOWS  
Ltd 

The price to 
clean your 
windows would be 
£     

Your windows 
will be cleaned 
on: 

Milk supplied
unpasteurised and 

pasteurised in glass bottles
We deliver locally for free 
every day and are open 

every day as a milk drive- 
through.

We also make ice cream 
with our milk and sell eggs 

and honey too
hollyberreen@hotmail.com

07999441934
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01622 749321

 

For all your window cleaning needs... 

 Professional, reliable and friendly window 

cleaning service all year round. 

 Conservatory roofs, gutters, fascias and 

soffits cleaned on request. 

CONTACT JAMES FOR YOUR HASSLE FREE QUOTE ! 

Mobile:  07720849249 

E-Mail: cleaner_windows@hotmail.com 

CLEANER WINDOWS  
Ltd 

The price to 
clean your 
windows would be 
£  
 
 
 

Your windows 
will be cleaned 
on: 

Milk supplied
unpasteurised and 

pasteurised in glass bottles
We deliver locally for free 
every day and are open 

every day as a milk drive- 
through.

We also make ice cream 
with our milk and sell eggs 

and honey too
hollyberreen@hotmail.com

07999441934
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a

colour
advert

For rates and details p l e a s e  c a l l  

Kath  Rushton
o n

0 1 6 2 2 8 5 0 1 0 3
o r

e m a i l :
adverts@harrietshamfishscheme.org
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Christian Message

“Be perfect”
In the Bible in Matthew 5:48 Jesus tells us to “Be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect”. There may be a few self-unaware people who think this describes them, 
but for most of us, we read these words and inwardly cringe. I’ve been struck 
recently by words of the repentant slave-trader John Newton: “I am not what I ought 
to be. I am not what I wish to be. I am not what I will one day be. But by the grace 
of God, I am not what I once was.” I have never traded slaves, but I do feel these 
words apply to me. We are all broken and imperfect in some way.

So what did Jesus mean? We aim for perfection, certainly, but also, let’s be moulded 
by our mistakes so that the mistakes or ‘cracks’ in our own lives become the means 
by which God’s love shines through. An obvious example is that when a relationship 
falls apart, we can learn to care more for those whose relationships are struggling.  
Then our cracks become not imperfections but signs of God at work.

How are we doing in our pandemic times?  As I write, there are people in the shops 
wearing masks and our churches are starting to reopen. I think that in our churches 
and communities we have realised how much we have missed each other, and 
how much God’s love needs to shine in and through our lives. Just this morning I 
was speaking by ‘phone to my Mum in her nursing home where she hasn’t been 
able to have any visitors for 5 months! As workplaces reopen and the traffic noise 
goes up again, let’s all learn the simplest of lessons from the pandemic: we need 
one another. I urge us all to commit to playing our part in making our communities 
vibrant and supportive places to live

We also have one new relationship: Charlotte Coles has started as a curate 
(apprentice vicar) in our churches, and she will introduce herself in one of these 
messages soon. She is a smiley lass – so please welcome her in!  In fact, let’s make 
‘welcome to everybody’ the hallmark of who we are.

John P Huggins  01622 850280
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Countryways Quilters and Stitchers
All our lives have changed drastically this year, some more than others. We’ve all 
missed friends and family members during the strict lockdown. So as our freedoms 
have slowly returned bit by bit our minds and hearts have settled down. We all need 
human contact even if it has to be socially distanced so it was with joy that I was 
able to set up a couple of garden gatherings during August so that we could share 
with friends, the stitch work we had been doing to keep our sanity during lockdown.

As meetings are now permitted inside, we are starting in September to meet at 
the community centre again. I know, it makes me a little nervous too but to keep 
everyone safe this new freedom comes with many rules!!!

The Lenham Community Centre thoroughly cleans down the room before and after 
our use, including the tables. We will all be spaced 2 metres apart and we will not 
have use of tea making facilities. So, we each need to bring our own refreshments, 
mugs and all. We cannot share equipment so if you are planning to use a sewing 
machine you will need to bring your own. No borrowing someone else’s scissors! 
As well as sewing supplies you will also need to bring hand sanitizer, mask and 
gloves to navigate the door openings and a possibly busy lobby. If you want to copy 
some embroidery designs then please bring a pencil to the first meeting. As we go 
to print the meeting dates are not yet confirmed so I will be sending those out to 
you all later.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions we will not be taking in any new members this year.
Hopefully things will be different next year.

We meet in the Osbourne room in Lenham Community Centre.
If you would like more information on our group or would like a copy of our 2021
Program when it comes out, please contact me on 01233 877453 or e-mail 
moonbeamspinner@gmail.com.

Pamela Gillard
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Coral Marion Packham
24/09/1929  -  02/02/2020
Coral moved to Harrietsham with her husband Ken and two Poodles in 1996. She 
became an enthusiastic member of The Wives Group and The Short Mat Bowls 
Club.

All her friends and neighbours in the village were very supportive when Ken 
suddenly passed away in 1998.

Over the coming years she became involved in many village activities and was an 
avid writer of quizzes and baker of cheese scones. She was still playing bowls, 
walking her dachshund Daisy and visiting the village shops into her 90th year.
She will be missed but remembered with fondness by all who knew her.

Here is one of Coral’s quizzes for you to enjoy.

General Knowledge
1.  Which is the world’s largest venomous snake?
     (a)  Anaconda    (b)   Black Mamba    (c)  King Cobra
2.  In which English county was the Battle of Bosworth Field fought?
     (a)   Berkshire   (b)   Leicestershire        (c)   Warwickshire
3.  Which musical instrument is used as a trade mark by Guinness?
     (a)  Cornet       (b)  Harp    (c)  Bodrum
4   Which famous building in the USA was designed by Irishman James Hoban?
     (a) The Empire State Building   (b) The White House     (c) The Pentagon
5.  In slang how much money is a Pony?
    (a) Twenty Pounds (b) Twenty Five Pounds (c) Fifty Pounds (Answers on page 31)

Coral’s daughter, Judith, thanks everyone who donated to Alzheimer’s Research in  
her mum’s memory. Over £350 was raised.
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Friends of St. John 
the Baptist’s
Church
Registered Charity No. 1090622

Help Needed
The Friends of our local church, St John the Baptist, which is a registered charity 
formed to help maintain the fabric of our lovely Grade 1 Listed church, is a secular 
organisation working closely with the PCC and Vicar for the good of the building 
itself.

The Friends are seeking a suitable person to become our Secretary. The vacancy, 
which is a voluntary role, has arisen due to the resignation of the current incumbent, 
Val Brown. Whilst the Committee would like to thank Val for her service and the 
work she has done in the position and wish her all the very best for the future, it is 
essential that we find a replacement.  

In addition, the Committee are also seeking volunteers to join us on the Committee 
as our numbers are becoming very low. If anyone can volunteer and support us to 
help raise funds for the upkeep of our local church, then please do get in touch.

Further details can be obtained from Audrey Joy (Chairperson) 07754 039 798 or 
Denise Williams 01622 859410.

100 Club Lottery Draw
Unfortunately, the early deadline for this first post-lockdown printed issue of Network 
means that we are unable to include the result of the forty-fifth 100 Club draw on 
Saturday 8 August. It is a BIG ONE with a first prize of £62.50 and two other prizes 
of £37.50 and £25.

For further information and details of the 100 Club and how it raises much needed 
money for the upkeep of our local church - contact the Administrator, Chris Roots 
on 01622 851885 or 100club@friendsofstjohn.org
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Top Tips by Harrietsham Gardening Society

September is a very rewarding month in the garden when all the hard work of spring 
and summer pays off. In the vegetable garden, maincrop potatoes can be lifted 
once the tops have died off, onions and shallots can be lifted for storing right round 
to next spring, sweetcorn cobs picked, marrows and squash for storing up until 
year end and an eye kept open for caterpillars on winter greens such as sprouts, 
cabbages and cauliflower to overwinter. It’s hard work but drawing soil up around 
leek plants helps enormously in ensuring long blanched white stems. Keep cleared 
ground as weed free as possible too as that will help when you start digging in 
November – not before or the weeds will grow back again. Hopefully, you have 
winter carrots in the ground which can stay there until the end of next month before 
any frosts are likely. They are very attractive to slugs and snails so keep an eye out 
for those as they can be very busy in a warm damp September. Well, most of them, 
not all – the lazy snails who lose their shells become very sluggish! To get the best 
of the balance of your tomato crop most of the leaves can be removed now but don’t 
pick any green tomatoes until well into October.

In the flower garden September is the time to divide herbaceous perennials to 
enhance your display next year. Dead heading of roses, dahlias and almost any 
flowering plant will keep them going too. Later this month plant daffodils, narcissi, 
crocuses, hyacinths and other spring flowering bulbs to ensure a good display next 
spring. Hopefully, you will have trimmed your beech, hornbeam and yew hedges.

September is traditionally the time to sow a new lawn as the ground is still warm 
and some rain can be expected. The same thing applies to turf. Laying turf now and 
keeping it well watered will help it root and become useable much more quickly.  

Mentioning lawns reminds me of the story regarding an alien who returned to 
Harrietsham after a previous visit some 100 years ago following pressure from his 
grandson who had visited recently. He was very interested in gardens and nature 
and upon arrival was very worried at the change in gardening habits. He said to 
his grandson ‘What in the world is going on down here? What happened to the 
dandelions, daises, buttercups and stuff I saw last time? Those plants are very low 
maintenance, they grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with 
abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honeybees 
and flocks of songbirds. All I see now are these green rectangles.’

His grandson replied, ‘Fashions have changed, people started calling the wildflowers 
weeds and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.’ 

‘Grass? But it’s so boring - it’s not colourful, it doesn’t attract butterflies, birds or 
bees, only ants and daddy long-legs and it’s temperamental with temperature. Do 
these people really want all that grass growing there?’

‘Apparently so,’ his grandson replied, ‘they go to great pains to grow it and keep 
it green. They begin each spring by adding fertiliser and poisoning any other plant 
that crops up in the lawn, then wait until the warm sun and rain make it grow really 
fast.’ 
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‘That must make them happy’ the alien replied.  ‘I’m not sure,’ said his grandson, ‘as 
soon as it grows a little they spend more money on water and spend ages watering 
it, then they start to cut it down, sometimes twice a week.’

‘Cut it down!’ said the alien, ‘Whatever for, after all that work to get it to grow? Do 
they bale it, like hay?’

‘Not exactly,’ was the reply, ‘most of them catch it in a box fitted to a machine they 
spend lots of money on and put it in bags or a bin.’

‘Oh, I see,’ said the alien, it must be a cash crop. Do they sell it?’ 

His grandson sighed, ‘Oh no, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.’

‘Now let me get this straight. They fertilize the grass so it will grow. They kill any 
flowers growing in it. They spend hours watering it and when it does grow, they 
cut it off and pay to throw it away?’ His grandson replied, ‘Yes, they pay Maidstone 
Borough Council £40 for a green bin to take it away and complain vociferously if the 
bin gets missed.’

‘Unbelievable’ said the alien ‘what nonsense! At least they kept some of the trees. 
That was a sheer stroke of luck. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide 
beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the ground and form a 
natural blanket to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and other plants. 
Plus, as they rot, the leaves form compost to enhance the soil. It’s a natural circle 
of life.’

‘Oh dear, you’d better sit down,’ said his grandson, ‘as soon as the leaves fall, they 
rake them into piles and pay to have them taken away as well.’

‘Oh no. What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter and to keep 
the soil moist and in good heart?

‘Ah,’ was the reply, ‘after throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something 
they call compost or mulch. They carry it home or pay for delivery and spread it 
around in place of the leaves.’

‘And where does this mulch or compost come from?’ asked the alien. ‘They make 
it from grass that’s been collected, leaves from trees and shrubs and other flowers 
called weeds that people pay to have taken away……’

Happy gardening.  

Oh, dear!  Guilty!  That cost one composter!   

Ed.
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R & P
Aerial Service

Aerials

Installation and service 
of all types of digital TV 

and radio reception

We are a family run
business

established in 1970
Call for free advice
and free estimates

Digital Freeview
FM Radio

DAB Radio

Satellite
Freesat
Sky HD

TV Wall
Mounting

Telephone: 
01622 631717 or
07806 912 345

Web:
rpaerialservice.co.uk

From a standard install
to hidden cables
Free initial visit

CallÊusÊtoday!ÊÊ01622Ê880028
Office:ÊHollingbourne MaidstoneÊKentÊ07595Ê008782

Email.Êh-services@outlook.com

Domestic Cleaning
WouldÊLikeÊtoÊIntroduceÊitsÊNewÊPartnerÊCompany

OfferingÊtheÊCompleteÊIroningÊ
Service

CompetitiveÊPricing
PickupÊandÊDrop-offÊservice

OVENGLEAM
Cleaning Company

 Specialist in Cleaning Your Oven - 
Removing:

                   FAT, GREASE & BURNT-ON CARBON

                 Caustic-Free Cleaning Materials in your home

Tel: 01233 634993 
or 07903 819906

                 Independent family run business since 2004

Member of:
  Association of Approved Oven Cleaners

and Check-a-Trade

www.ovengleamcleaning.co.uk

K0259

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

Plastering
(including over existing Artex)

Rendering

Patch Repairs

Insurance Work

Lath and Plaster

Lime Plastering and Rendering

New Stud Work and Ceilings

Painting and Decorating
(Interior and Exterior)

For free advice and estimates please call

Andy Rookledge

Tel: 01622 844727

Mob: 07793888980

email: andy@ar-plastering.co.uk



September 2020

37

STONEBRIDGE ACCOUNTING
ACCOUNTS AND TAX SUPPORT

FOR THE SELF EMPLOYED AND SMALL BUSINESS

Tel: 01622 851542 -  
01233 840373

QUALIFIED  
FRENCH TEACHER

Available for:
Private Tuition, all levels from 

beginners to A Level.
Conversation

Holiday French
Translations

Call: Chantal Miette on
01622 859597

L.T. SECURITY & ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL HARRIETSHAM SOLE TRADER

Over 35 quali�ed years experienced in Security & Electrical work.
Experienced in working in Domestic and small commercial 

properties.
Existing Alarm systems maintained/serviced.

All small Electrical work undertaken from a replacement light 
switch, �tting your new lights and sockets.

No job too small.
Very reliable and trustworthy with a friendly personal approach.

Experienced carrying out work for the elderly.
c: Lee Terry

e: leeterry4@googlemail.com    t: 07971 552663

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk

R.A.D. Ballet
I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern
3 years to senior level
Adult Tap & Street Dance
Summer Term starting shortly.
01622 850329
More than a ballet school

Foot Practitioner
Mrs Afsaneh Smith

Hubbards Farm, Lenham Heath
07506 376264 / 01622 853640

                Routine Chiropody
             Diabetic Foot Care
         Fungal Treatment
     Corns & Calluses
  Verruca Treatment
Ingrowing Toenails

Flexible surgery hours
Home visits

PARKWOOD
TROUT FARM

Goddington Lane
Harrietsham

For delicious fresh trout & 
a range of smoked foods. 

FARM SHOP
Open to the Public

 Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sunday 
 8 am till dusk.

Tel: (01622) 859302
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Memories of Coronavirus
For posterity... part five (up to 6 August 2020)

The information here has been collated from news bulletins. I apologise if it contains 
any errors. It is intended as a record of what happened to us during the Coronavirus 
(Covid-19) outbreak for those who are interested. There may well be points that I have 
missed. There isn’t room to include it all. There is nothing like history being written as 
it happens.  Editor. 

22 July. Visitors allowed to return to care homes, one person only and always the same 
person.

24 July. Face masks/coverings are now compulsory in shops and supermarkets. There 
is a £100 fine for non-compliance.

3 August. Virus tests which will give a result in 90 minutes will be available from next 
week.

6 August. Quarantine to be extended to include arrivals from Belgium, Andorra and the 
Bahamas.

New cases are increasing again albeit more slowly than earlier in the year.

Keep on social distancing, wear your face masks and wash your hands.

Stay safe and keep others safe too.

Jan - Editor  
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Sheds, Site Huts,
Workshops, Garages, 

Mini Tool Stores, Potting 
Sheds, Play houses,

And all other types of 
garden building. 

01622 880031    www.shedsandshelters.co.uk
Hollingbourne Hill, Hollingbourne, Maidstone Kent

enquire@shedsandshelters.co.uk

20ÊFREEÊboxesÊ&ÊtapeÊwithÊeveryÊmove.ÊÊPleaseÊcallÊtoÊarrangeÊaÊFREEÊQuotationÊ
Ê
15ÊParksÊRoad,ÊHarrietsham,ÊMaidstone,ÊKent,ÊME17Ê1GRÊ

Ê

Ê

Ê

Ê

Ê
Tel: 01622 829 974    www.midkentremovals.co.uk 

Local / Long Distance Removals & Storage 

W:  philipjarvis.co.uk  |  E:  homes@philipjarvis.co.uk  |  A: 1 The Square, Lenham ME17 2PH  |  T:  01622 858241

Philip Jarvis 
BSc (Hons) MNAEA MARLA

‘I believe in ensuring our clients move as 
smoothly and as efficiently as possible, especially 

during these unprecedented times. Whatever your 
reason may be for moving, my team and I offer 

clients unrivalled local knowledge, local 
expertise and a local office in Lenham.

Call us now on 01622 858241 
to find out why we are different’.

Residential Sales & Lettings
Village & Country Homes
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SECURITATEM INSTALLATIONS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Securitatem Installations Ltd is Registered in 
England and Wales No. 7902949Ê

Ê

Ê

NSI Gold accredited security installations company  

• Intruder Alarms 

• CCTV 

• Access Control 

Over 90 years experience within the security industry. Ê

Your local Harrietsham based security specialists. Ê

Please contact us for a free security reviewÊ

 01622 960020Ê

enquiries@securitatemgroup.comÊ

www.securitateminstallations.comÊ

Ê

- Drives, Patios, Pathways, Brick/Stone Walls, Block/Stone Paving,
Tarmac, Decking, Fencing, Turfi ng, Ponds, Water Features, Garden Clearance,

Sheds/Summer & Play House Bases, Tree Surgery etc.

- Extensions, Porches, Conservatories, Garages, Groundworks,
Roofi ng, PVC Windows, Doors, Soffi ts, Fascias, Floor/Wall Tiling, Decorating etc

FULLY INSURED/WORK GUARANTEED. VERY PROFESSIONAL/FRIENDLY SERVICE
Top Quality Materials/Workmanship from design to completion - FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING:- Drives, Patios, Pathways, Brick/Stone Walls, Block/Stone Paving, 
�ar�ac, Decking, �encing, ��r�ng, Pon�s, Water �eat�res, �ar�en �learance,
She�s/S���er � Play �o�se Bases, �ree S�rgery, etc� 

www.maidstonelandscapes.com

BUILDING WORKS:- ��tensions, Porches, �onservatories, �arages, �ro�n�works, 
�oo�ng, P�� Win�ows, Doors, So�ts, �ascias, �loor/Wall �iling, Decorating, etc

�o� ��ality �aterials/ Work�anshi� �ro� Design to �o��letion - �ree �sti�ates�

O���: 01622 851222     Mob: 07786 07 01 07                          ESTABLISHED: 1990

*

*

www.maidstonelandscapes.com

MAIDSTONE 
LANDSCAPES 
& PROPERTY 
SERVICES Ltd


